
BECOMING A
CONSERVATION AMBASSADOR
YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN YOUR COMMUNITY!



START HERE This booklet is meant to be a guide on all things outreach including how 
to stay connected, how to put together your record book, and details on 
outreach categories and points!

IMPORTANT DATES + OPPORTUNTIES FOR SUBMITTING YOUR RECORD BOOK

SUBMISSION DUE DATE REWARD DETAILS

Early Bird November 15 Spend time learning about current 
conservation issues and networking 
with professionals in the field

Final March 15 Awarded to the top 4 outreach 
leaders per field school based on 
review of final Record Book.

Return to field school tuition free 
as an Assistant Team Leader or 
Apprentice

March 15 Depending on funding, college 
scholarships are awarded to the top 
outreach leader at each field school.

Qualifies you to compete for 
College Scholarship

Final with 800+ 
pts of Outreach

Invitation to attend professional 
wildlife/fisheries conference.

Your experience at the Wildlife Leadership Academy field school has provided you with the 

tools and the knowledge to be a CONSERVATION AMBASSADOR for our natural resouces 

through education, service, media, the creative arts and outdoor mentorship.  YOUR outreach 

activities allow you to pass on your inspiration and experience with your community! 

YOUR ONLINE RESOURCE PAGE:

wildlifeleadershipacademy.org/
resources-for-students

SETTING UP YOUR OUTREACH RECORD BOOK
For each outreach activity, complete 
the ACTIVITY REPORT FORM 
and include documenation (i.e. 
photograph of you at your event or 
working on your project.)

1. 
Creat a section in your binder 
for each CATEGORY of outreach: 
a divider tab should be used to 
seperate each category.2. 

The completed ACTIVITY 
REPORT FORM and 
documentation should be 
placed in the appropriate 
category

3. 



STAY CONNECTED We want you to be successful with your outreach 
and support you in your efforts to become a 
Conservation Ambassador!  

MATERIALS YOU’LL NEED TIPS TO REMEMBER
START EARLY! Add your forms to your 
binder as you complete your projects.

GET THAT SIGNATURE! Remember to 
have your project mentor sign your Activity 
Report Form.

QUESTIONS? Don’t hesistate to connect 
with Katie!

3 RINGED BINDER

DIVIDER TABS

COMPLETED ACTIVITY REPORT FORMS

ACTIVITY DOCUMENTATION (PHOTOS!)

warehouse

transport

delivery

THE OUTREACH OBSERVER
CHECK YOUR INBOX! You will receive an 
e-newsletter each month (September-March) 
celebrating a student of the month, giving 
you tips for your outreach, and any special 
outreach opportunities that there may be!

THREE VIDEO CALL CHECK-INS
SAVE THE DATES!  You will have the 
opportunity to join three video calls 
throughout the year to learn more about how 
to connect with your community and excel 
in your outreach. Details will be sent in the 
Outreach Observer. This year’s dates are and 
subjects are:

Q&A POST FIELD SCHOOL OUTREACH 
CHECK-IN -  SEPTMEMBER 7, 7 PM

Q&A MENTORSHIP & VOLUNTEERING - 
NOVEMBER 9, 7 PM

Q&A FOR FINAL RECORD BOOK 
SUBMISSION - FEBRUARY 8, 7 PM

ALUMNI REUNION
RECONNECT IN PERSON! Each 
fall the Academy hosts an Alumni 
Reunion to re-connect you 
with your fellow Ambassadors. 
All alumni, parents and family 
members are invited for a 
wonderful evening of connection 
and fun!



EDUCATION Teaching others about conservation is an essential agent for change.  
Use the tool of education to share your passion and knowledge.  We 
shared ours with you and now you can do the same!

Type Details Points Examples

1. Educational 
Presentation - 
PowerPoint

Give a 15-20 minute talk with 
your PowerPoint to an audience 

and taking questions.
25 pts

Give a talk to your classmates at 
school, local sportsman’s group, 

Boy/Girl Scout Club, FFA Club.

2. Educational 
Presentation – 
Tri-fold 

Give a talk that involves using 
your tri-fold as an education tool 

and taking questions.
25 pts

Use your tri-fold or other props as 
tools to teach others – at school, 
sportsman’s clubs, your library, 

Boy/Girl Scouts, FFA, 4-H.

3. Tri-fold - Manned 
Display

Set up your display and stand in 
front of it to answer questions. 20 pts/hr

Set up a table at a field day, 
a school outdoor event, the 

Harrisburg Sportsman’s Show – at 
QDMA or RGS booth.

4. Tri-fold - 
Unmanned display

Set up your tri-fold in a 
location where you can leave it 

unattended.  

5 pts/day 
(100 pts max)

Set your tri-fold up at school, local 
range, sportsman’s club, library, 

local outdoors store.

5. Educational Tool – 
NEW PowerPoint 
Developed

Create an original PowerPoint 
with text, photos, & graphics; 

Include a printed copy of slides 
and documentation of use.

20 pts

Create a new PowerPoint about 
a subject you are specifically 

interested in such grouse sexing & 
ageing or deer habitat.

6. Educational Tool – 
NEW tri-fold display

Create a new, original tri-fold 
display; Include a close-up pic-

ture of you with it!
20 pts

Create a new tri-fold on a different 
subject, think outside the box – 

make it interactive!



Type (continued) Details Points Examples

7.    Educational Tool 
– County Plant 
Collection

Create a pressed, scanned or 
photographed plant collection; 
**Minimum of 10 plants, must 
follow the labeling guidelines 

for a plant mount learned at the 
Academy to get credit.

30 pts + 1 point 
bonus for each 
additional plant 
up to maximum 

of 15 points.

Use what you learned at the Academy 
and expand it to your local habitat 

– then use the collection as an 
educational tool at your outreach 

activities to teach about local plants.

8. Applicant 
Recruitment

Recruit students and Team 
Leaders for next year’s field 

school; make sure they list your 
name on their application!

20 pts for each 
application 
received; 20 

additional pts if 
accepted

Tell people about the program; take 
copies of the application with you on 
your outreach. Be sure to write your 
name on applications you distribute.

9. Attending 
Educational 
Presentations

Attend educational 
presentations- feel free to talk 
about the Academy to others 

attending who seem interested!

5 pt/hr attended
Attend educational programs, such 
as lectures, bird identification hikes, 

informational sessions

10. Organize a 
program for your 
community

Use what you learned at 
the Academy to create an 

educational opportunity for 
others

20 pts/hr 
(includes plan-
ning and dura-
tion of actual 

event)

Organize a bird walk for youth, a plant 
identification hike, clean-up of local 

trails or creeks

11. Participate in 
Environmental 
Activities

Use your skills from the 
Academy to participate in 

community activities
25 pts/event

Participate in events such as the 
Annual Backyard Bird Count, 

herpetology walks, etc

12. Miscellaneous 
activities

Any other educational programs 
not covered in the above. 5-100 pts

These are just guidelines! Don’t be 
afraid to include other activities that 

fall under education.



SERVICE There is no better way to give back to your community.  Service allows you to 
continue your learning, help the organizations you care about and connect with 
people who share the same passion.

Type Details Points Examples

1. Activities 
with Wildlife 
Biologists 

Provide details of what you did 
with the biologist and include 
photographs of your time in the 
field.

10 pts/hr in the 
field

 Contact local PGC or PFBC biologists 
to see if they need assistance with 
local projects.  

2. Assist local 
conservation 
organizations 
with service 
projects.

Provide details of the project 
that you worked on and include 
photographs of you working on 
the job.

10 pts/hr
Contact local conservation 
organizations to see if they need 
assistance with local projects.

3. Event Assistance
Provide details of what you did 
to assist at the event.  If a pre-
sentation was also made, submit 
separate signed activity form.

5 pts/hr 
assisting

Volunteer to help out at TU Meetings, 
QDMA meetings and events, local 
sportsman’s events, or field days.100 max/event

4. Research project

Conduct a research project; 
must complete a research 
proposal and final report. Topic 
should be approved by Outreach 
Coordinator.

20 pts for 
proposal 

completion; 30 
pts for project 

completion and 
final report

Have questions that you want answe-
red – why not answer them yourself 
by setting up a research project?

5. Academy 
Fundraising

See details to the right and 
in your Pay It Forward (PIF) 
Workbook!

Details in PIF 
workbook.

You will have the opportunity to Pay It 
Forward to next year’s students!!

6. Support 
conservation 
legislation

Legislators often vote on issues 
pertaining to protecting the 
environment - let them know 
why it is important

25 pts/letter

Write a letter to your local legislators 
encouraging them to support legis-
lation that sustains environmental 
causes.



Type (continued) Details Points Examples

7. Organize a 
Service Activity

Organize an event that helps 
maintain/restore your local 
environment

20 pts/hr 
(includes time 

planning & 
duration of 

actual event)

Organize a creek clean up, trail 
maintenance, or other service 
projects that benefit your community

8. Miscellaneous 
activities

Any other service project not 
covered in the above. 5-100 pts

Opportunities for conservation 
service work are all around you & we 
haven’t thought of them all – tell us 
what you’re doing!

OUTREACH TIP  --> PAY IT FORWARD !
ACADEMY ALUMNI GIVING BACK  -  Do you want 
to make sure more students like you have the 
opportunity to attend the Academy? Then PAY IT 
FORWARD!  

You can make a difference through our youth 
driven fundraising campaign simply by sharing 
your experience with others.  We even make you a 
donation website with YOUR personal story!  Open 
your PAY IT FORWARD WORKBOOK to get started!   

Students who raise more than $500 become a 
Distinguished Member of the Blue Polo Society!



MEDIA Media is a strong part of our culture. Taking the time to share your story and 
passion with the public through media will inspire others to create change 
themselves.

Type Details Points Examples

1. Print – Original 
Written Article 
for a newspaper, 
magazine or the 
internet

Submit an article to a magazine, 
newspaper, newsletter or 

webpage.  Include a copy of 
the submitted article and proof 

of submission (i.e. letter to 
media) in your record book.  If 

published, include a copy of the 
published article.

30 pts written 
article*10 

bonus pts if 
published; 2 
bonus pt for 
each location 

submitted (even 
if declined)

Write an article about your experience 
at WLA and submit it to your local 

newspaper or ask your a local 
conservation organization to share your 

story in their newsletter.

2. Print – Talked to 
media and quoted 
in an Article

Include the published article 
where you were quoted in your 

record book.
15 pts

Contact the local media and tell them 
your story!  We will provide you with a 

sample press release!

3. Print – Mention 
of your outreach 
in the local media

Include a copy of the mention of 
you doing your outreach in your 
local newspaper, newsletters, or 

website.

10 pts/mention
Tell the local media where you’ll be 

doing your presentation – share your 
story!

4. Radio/Television 
Interview

Include a recording of your 
interview and/or document your 
interview with photographs and 

include in the record book.

50 pts, 5 pts for 
each initial sub-
sequent use by 
other stations.

Contact your local radio station and tell 
them about your experience at WLA; 

they may want to interview you on air.

5. Next Generation 
Blog Post

Write a blog post (with photos) 
for the Academy’s NexGen blog 

or become a regular Monthly 
blog Correspondant.

10 pts per 
photo w/caption 

submitted; 20 
pts per photo 

w/written article 
submitted

Share a nature observations, your 
photography, a nature journal entry, 

your field experience. This blog is 
about you and your experiences in the 

outdoors!

6. WLA Facebook 
Page 
Participation

Send 5 nature photos, journal 
entries, or nature inspired 

poetry to be posted on the WLA 
Facebook Page.  Record the 

date sent and what you sent.

5 pts per item 
per submission

The internet is a great way to share 
your experience with the world – we’ll 
help you do it on our Facebook page.



Type (continued) Details Points Examples

7. Miscellaneous 
activities

Any other media project not 
covered in the above. 5-100 pts

There are many ways to communicate 
through media – if your way doesn’t fit 

the guidelines – still submit it.

NEXT GEN BLOG CORRESPONDANT  -  You can 
apply to become part of an elite group that writes 
monthly for the NextGen Blog - stay tuned for Katie’s 
email to apply!

OUTREACH TIP  --> LET’S GET SOCIAL !

WORDS OF WISDOM  - You can send in your own 
nature photo with some words of wisdom and we 
will share it for  “Words of Wisdom Wednesday” 
#WOWW on the Academy’s Facebook page!

PHOTO FRIDAY  - Love nature photography? You 
can apply to be a monthly contributor for our 
#photofriday post on the Academy’s Facebook page! 
Stay tuned for the invite from Katie!
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CREATIVE ART Nothing says more about our passion for the outdoors than writing 
about it or recording it with paints, pencils or photos – use the passion 
inside you to create!

Type Details Points Examples

1. Sketching project
Create a drawing inspired by 

nature; include a description and 
photograph in your record book.

15 pts per 
sketch

Take your pad out to the forest 
or by a lake and just draw!  Let 
a sunrise or sunset inspire you.

2. Painting project
Create a nature inspired painting 
using acrylic, water colors or any 

paint media!  Include a description 
& photograph in your record book.

15 pts per 
painting

Get outdoors with your paints 
and pad…let the colors inspire 

you!

3. Photography 
Portfolio

Create a portfolio of photographs 
of local flora and fauna. Portfolio 

must include a minimum of 10 
photographs; include a description 

of each photo.

20 points
Take a hike and try to notice 

what you haven’t before with a 
photographer’s eye. 

4. Nature Journal
Write, draw, record in a nature 

journal and submit the journal with 
your record book.  Journal should 
include a minimum of 5 entries.

15 points
Check out the sunrise or sunset 
and describe it in detail.  Take 

your journal to the woods!

5. Taxidermy
Complete a taxidermy project; 
include documentation of your 

process including pictures.
25 points Try a European mount!

6. Submit your project 
to a competition

Share your creativity with the 
public by submitting your artwork 

at events

5 pts 
per submission

Submit your creative arts 
projects to your local fair, 

poetry contests, art galleries, 
etc.

7. Scientific Illustration Create an original illustration of a 
plant/animal in the scientific style

20 pts 
per illustration

Exercise your scientific mind 
and create a true-to-life 

illustration of an animal or 
plant

artwork by Freya Bairdsen



Type Details Points Examples

8. Miscellaneous 
activities

Any other art project not 
covered in the above. 5-50 pts

Be creative - do a collage or modify 
photos digitally to amke them more in-
teresting, make a quilt in grouse colors 

- let your imagination soar!

OUTREACH TIP  --> THINK OUTSIDE

THE BOX !

LET YOUR IMAGINATION BE 
INFINITE  -  Your outreach is not 
limited to the enclosed list.  Use 
your imagination to combine 
outreach - like Neva did (left) with 
art and education - or come up 
something outside the box!

YOU WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE - if 
you set your mind to it and have 
some fun! 

WHAT YOU DO MATTERS !

nature photo by Jon Rothermel



MENTORSHIP Mentoring a younger or an older individual is a great way to 
introduce them to the outdoors.  Someone stoked your passion 
for the outdoors, now you can do that for another!

Type Details Points Examples

1. Take a friend to a 
State Park

Take a hike! Explore some of our 
great outdoors in your own “ba-
ckyard” by finding the State Park 

closest to you!

25 pts/friend Find your local park at http://www.dcnr.state.
pa.us/stateparks/findapark/where/index.htm 

2. Take the hunter’s 
safety course 

Bring a friend and learn all about 
being safe and responsible while 

hunting
25 pts Visited the PA Game Commision to find an 

online or in person class today!

3. Mentored Fishing 
Days

If you are 16 or older, you can take 
someone younger than 16 on a 

mentored fishing trip

25 pts per youth 
mentored

Visit http://fishandboat.com/MentoredYouth.
htm. Please sure to read the rules and 

regulations!!

4. Act as a mentor for 
Youth in your Club

4-H, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Izaak 
Walton League, and other clubs all 
have younger members that you 

can mentor!

20 pts/project Help a younger member of your club work on 
a project, earn a badge, etc

5. Educational 
Outdoor activities 
with a friend

Bird watching, Herpetology walks, 
Plant Identification hikes – apply 
and share your knowledge with 

friends!

10 pts/activity

(100 pts max)

Take a friend outside and share your 
conservation knowledge on a bird watch or 

nature hike.

6. Teaching Skills

Share your skills – set up a “class” 
to teach your friends, younger 

siblings, or youth in a club a skill 
you know!

10 pts/skill taught

(100 pts max)

Do you know how to tie knots?  Build a bird 
box? Tie flies for fly fishing?  These are great 
skills to teach your friends, younger siblings, 

and others!

7. Mentored Outdoor 
Activities - Water

Take a friend canoeing, kayaking, 
boating, etc

5 pts/hour 
Do you know how to canoe?  Teach a friend!  

Take a friend out on the water and teach them 
a valuable skill – don’t forget to wear your life 

jackets!

8. Mentored Outdoor 
Activities - Land

Take a friend hiking, caving, biking, 
etc

5 pts/hour
Know some great hiking trails or some 

awesome local biking trails?  Take a friend out 
and show them!  Remember to always tell 

someone where you’re going and bring safety 
equipment if you are rock climbing!



DID YOU KNOW ?  The PA Deparment of Conservation and Natural Resources 
takes care of 121 Pennsylvania State Parks and 2.2 million acres of forest land? Here 
are a few things you might take a friend, family member, veteran, and/or senior 
citizen to do in YOUR PA State Park!

OUTREACH TIP  --> PA STATE PARKS !

HIKING - Do you love to explore? Take a friend out on the trail and teach them about 
the plants and types of habitat you learned about at the Wildlife Leadership Academy 
or for some basic wildlife watching!  Want to connect more? Check out the PA Parks 
and Forest Foundation and look for a “friends” of a state park group to engage with!

FISHING - Are you an avid angler? Explore a stream or a lake in a state park - the 
Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission even has special mentored fishing days - 
check online for those event dates and take someone out for their FIRST CATCH!

HUNTING - Are you wild about hunting? Pennsylvania has so many beautiful public 
lands to hunt on - take a friend out scouting for the best spot and mentor them as 
they work towards their first harvest of a deer, turkey, or grouse!  Don’t forget to get 
them to a Pennsylvania Game Commission hunter safety course too!

TO FIND YOUR STATE PARK GO TO: http://www.dcnr.pa.gov/stateparks



PENNSYLVANIA has amazing state conservation agencies and organizations that want to engage and 

support young conservation leaders like YOU.  BUT, it’s your job to find your favorite LOCAL agency or 

organization contact and follow through with connecting.

PARTNERS IN OUTREACH

www.pgc.pa.govwww.dcnr.state.pa.us www.fishandboat.com

STATE AGENCIES - State agencies are a great place to find opportunities from volunteering at your local 
state park to helping at a check station for the PGC to job shadowing a Waterways Conservation Officer.  
Below are several Pennsylvania state agencies that would be perfect for you to connect with!

HOW TO CONNECT? Go to their website and find the number for YOUR regional office, be prepared with 2 
or 3 questions on how you might volunteer or shadow an individual from their agency!

CONSERVATION ORGANIZATIONS - Pennsylvania has so many amazing conservation organizations from 
those that support the habitat of specific species to those that engage citizens with service opportunites in 
our state parks.  Below are some organizations to get started with for your outreach activities!

HOW TO CONNECT? All of these organizations have local chapters/branches/groups.  Go to their websites 
and find the contact information for the groups closest to your region.  Be prepared with 2 or 3 three 
questions about the organizations including when they meet and how you could volunteer for them!

RUFFED GROUSE SOCIETY (ruffedgrousesociety.org) The Ruffed Grouse Society creates healthy forest habitat for the 
benefit of ruffed grouse, American woodcock and other forest wildlife. 

NATIONAL WILD TURKEY FEDERATION (nwtf.org) The NWTF is dedicated to the conservation of the wild turkey and the 
preservation of our hunting heritage.

QUALITY DEER MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION  (qdma.com)  QDMA works to promote sustainable, high-quality deer 
populations, wildlife habitats and ethical hunting experiences through research, education, advocacy, and hunter 
recruitment. 

TROUT UNLIMITED (tu.org) Trout Unlimited’s mission is to conserve, protect and restore North America’s coldwater 
fisheries and their watersheds.

AUDUBON PA (pa.audubon.org) To conserve and restore natural ecosystems, focusing on birds, other wildlife, and 
their habitats for the benefit of humanity and the earth’s biological diversity in Pennsylvania.

PA PARKS AND FOREST FOUNDATION (paparksandforests.org) - PPFF’s mission is to inspire stewardship of 
Pennsylvania’s state parks and forests through public engagement in volunteerism, education and recreation.

FIND MORE CONNECTIONS AT: 
wildlifeleadershipacademy.org/resources-for-students/



A TIMELINE OF OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOU
with the WILDLIFE LEADERSHIP ACADEMY

Student 
Participant

Assitant 
Team 

Leader

Follow through with community outreach in the areas of 

education, service, media engagement, creative arts, and 

outdoor mentorship.  Youth who excel are selected to 

return as Assitant Team Leaders.

Apprentice

Continue to follow through with community outreach and 

you will be invited to return to help behind the scenes at 

the Academy field schools as an Apprentice.

CONNECT

After high school, we want to continue to support your growth!

LEAD TEACH

The ACADEMY 

ALUMNI NETWORK 

will allow you to 

continue to engage 

with your fellow 

conservation leaders!

ACADEMY SUPPORT 

TEAM AND ELITE 

positions are available 

during the summer to 

further develop your 

leadership skills!

ACADEMY INSTRUCTOR 

positions are available 

for those students 

who are becoming 

professionals in the 

conservation field!



Program & Outreach Coordinator

116 Market St.
Lewisburg, PA 17837
(570) 939-5109

kcassidy@wildlifeleadershipacademy.org

Katie Cassidy

QUESTIONS? Program and Outreach Coordinator, Katie is at your service!  Don’t 
hesitate to contact her by calling, texting, or emailing.  No question is 
too silly or too serious - if you are not sure about something - JUST ASK!

THE MISSION OF THE WILDLIFE LEADERSHIP ACADEMY IS TO ENGAGE AND EMPOWER HIGH SCHOOL 

AGE YOUTH TO BECOME CONSERVATION AMBASSADORS TO ENSURE A SUSTAINED WILDLIFE, 

FISHERIES AND NATURAL RESOURCE LEGACY FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS.

“Don’t ask what the world needs. Ask what 

makes you come alive, and go do it. Because 

what the world needs is people who have 

come alive.”  ~Howard Thurman


