
VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission 

Division of Aquatic Species Restoration 
 

Union City Aquatic Conservation Center 

9450 Route 6 

Union City, PA 16438 
 

Announcing a temporary (seasonal) wildlife and fisheries biologist aide position in the field of nongame and 

endangered species conservation at the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission’s Union City Aquatic 

Conservation Center in Union City, Pennsylvania. 

 

TITLE:   Wildlife and Fisheries Biologist Aide 

STATUS:   Temporary (Seasonal), non-Civil Service 

HOURS PER WEEK:  37.5 hrs./week (no paid holidays); overtime may occur as needed. 

WORK HOURS:  8 am to 4 pm, Monday to Friday (rotating weekends) variable hours for fieldwork. 

TERM:   8.5 months (Aug 2026-April 2027) 

START DATE:  August 2026 

END DATE:   April 2027, with potential of re-hire in Fall 2027, subsequent years. 

COMPENSATION:  $17.73 per hour 

 

 

Position Description: 

The position will involve various tasks, primarily care of all animals at the facility. In addition, fieldwork, 

including stocking, tracking, surveys and broodstock collection sometimes involves long hours, travel to field 

survey locations using Commission vehicles, occasional overnight travel (reimbursed by Commission), and at 

times working in inclement weather. 

 

Duties: Assists Union City Species Recovery Unit Leader and staff biologists with day-to-day operations of the 

Union City Aquatic Conservation Center, Union City Species Recovery Unit, Division of Aquatic Species 

Restoration.  Duties may include, but not limited to, some or all the following: 

 

-Performs for all duties associated with care, culture, and maintenance of life support systems 

-Maintain water quality and culture equipment to ensure all units are in working order 

-Respond to conditions on a day-to-day basis and modify culture/propagation techniques as needed to ensure 

organism health. 

-Assists Biologist in record keeping of fish production, distributions, and all therapeutic/prophylactic 

treatments. 

-Records all fish and mussel research data of culture activities at the Union City Aquatic Conservation Center 

-Perform broodstock and host animal collection surveys for various species of non-game fishes, reptiles, 

amphibians, and mussels 

-Perform collection site data, including temperature, pH, conductivity, algal cell counts, and observed species. 

-Assist the staff biologists in mussel broodstock surveys, broodstock imports, exports, and any related 

propagation activities. 

-Maintain proficiency in the appropriate use of biological equipment such as cell counter, stereomicroscope, 

compound microscope and any related computer programs. 

-Perform marking and tagging operations and ensure compliance with federal regulation for stocking of listed 

species. 

-Ability to work a rotating weekend and holiday schedule as needed to maintain optimal care of all animals 



-Assist with processing of Special (nongame) Permits, applications, and reports, as needed 

-Answer inquiries regarding reptiles, amphibians, or other nongame species 

-Assist biologists in field surveys for rare, threatened, and endangered species 

-Manage computer databases for the above-mentioned projects and others 

-Clean, maintain, organize, preparing field equipment and vehicles 

-Clean, feed, maintaining collection of nongame species used for educational/outreach programs 

-Assist with preparation of and conducting nongame educational/interpretive programs  

-Miscellaneous clerical tasks including data entry and filing 

 

Preferred Qualifications, Skills, and Abilities: 

▪ Educational background in the biological sciences, with at least basic knowledge of reptile, amphibian, 

fish, and freshwater mussel ecology (B.S. in Biological or Wildlife Sciences preferred).  Preferred 

familiarity with reptiles, amphibians, fish, and mussels of native Pennsylvania species.  Skills in 

Microsoft Office applications, especially MS Word, Access, and Excel.  Organizational skills and ability 

to manage a diverse workload.  Ability to communicate well verbally and in writing.  Willingness and 

ability to work at a computer and in an office environment for several continuous hours.  Ability to work 

under potentially adverse conditions in the field, such as inclement weather, steep and/or rocky terrain, 

rivers, streams, or wetlands, biting insects, and venomous snakes.  Must possess valid Pennsylvania state 

driver’s license.  Must be able complete background certifications for Child Abuse (Act 153), Criminal 

History and FBI fingerprinting, prior to start. 

 

 

To apply:   Please send a cover letter, current resume, and at least 3 references, to Josh Arnold 

josarnold@pa.gov with “Winter FBA” in the subject line, or mail to the following address. 

 

Josh Arnold 

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission  

Union City Aquatic Conservation Center 

9450 Route 6 

Union City, PA 16438 

 

For more information, call or email Josh Arnold at 814-438-2222 or josarnold@pa.gov 

mailto:josarnold@pa.gov
mailto:josarnold@pa.gov

