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T

he Pennsylvania Game Commission and Pennsylvania Federation of
Sportsmen’s Clubs (PFSC) believe we need to do more to help Pennsylvanians get into the Great Outdoors. That’s why we are considering
launching a new campaign to encourage and help families – not just youths
– get started in activities ranging from hunting and fishing to trapping and
bird watching.
Pennsylvania’s outdoors has been a great destination for healthy, wholesome recreation for decades. There’s something about being outdoors that
excites most of us. But without guidance and mentoring, it isn’t easy to get
into the outdoors and the interesting pursuits and challenges wild Pennsylvania offers.
Recognizing this obstacle, the Game Commission worked with the Federation’s clubs to hold the first Youth Field Day at the Franklin Izaak Walton League Club in Venango County back in 1991. The event drew 255
youngsters. Over the 20 years since then, the agency and PFSC have supported and championed Youth Field Days as a means to cultivate interest in
our rich outdoors heritage among young Pennsylvanians.
Youth Field Day Program at Crossroad
The Game Commission and the Federation have reached a crossroads
with the Youth Field Day program. In measuring the program’s effectiveness and potential, it has become obvious that there still are ways to improve and expand this important program. First and foremost is extending
its message and guidance to all interested family members and friends.
What finer way to further bond families and friends and enjoy the excitement of the outdoors than by experiencing outdoor adventures together?
Interested parents and friends will be welcomed. They will be encouraged
either to come and dive right in with everyone else, or participate in an
adult-oriented program.
Discussions continue on how we’ll approach this new opportunity. If
you’re interested in sharing your ideas on how we might organize these
adult/youth activities, we’d like to hear from you. Send comments to:
Pennsylvania Game Commission, ATTN: Family Field Days, Bureau of
Information and Education, 2001 Elmerton Ave., Harrisburg, PA 17110.
More “Hands-On” Training
The new Family Field Day program also will veer away from classroomlike formats for the varied field stations it offers. Participants should be
more involved in hands-on activities that will inspire confidence and increase understanding. The value of hands-on activities in teaching people
has been well documented in the Game Commission’s Hunter-Trapper
Education Program classes. It facilitates increased involvement, which ultimately bolsters lesson retention and paves the path to success.
Continued Page 9

Saturday, October 1, 2011 is the deadline to submit
articles for the November/December Issue.  
Please send submissions to editor@pfsc.org
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President’s Message
by Ted Onufrak

I

A Satisfied Mind
???

n trying to decide what my farewell commentary should be for
this issue, I decided to go back and
look at my last President’s column during my last term as President.
I could almost reprint it, since it
still holds true. Many of the same
problems still exist and many of the
same faces are still here.
Although the frustrations seem at
times to outweigh the gains, there
is still hope, even though I hesitate
to say that many of you truly don’t
know what it takes to keep things
moving on a daily basis.
Traveling to meetings provides
ample opportunity to listen to plenty
of music, and scattered throughout
are the verses of a favorite Willie
Nelson tune.
How many times have you heard
someone say
“If I had his money, I’d do things
my way?”
But little they know that it’s so
hard to find
One rich man in ten with a satisfied mind.
This organization continues to struggle in a search for members willing
to step forward and hold some of
the leadership positions. We continue to recycle certain members,
like myself, and that is not healthy
for any organization, yet alone one
of our scope and size.
When some of us do find some
other members willing to step forward, it seems many of you are
afraid to welcome them aboard with
your vote, simply because you don’t
know them well enough. Keep in

mind we have a nominating committee for a purpose. They don’t
pull names from a hat to put their
slate together. If eight members of
our team are willing to put forth a
new name on the ballot, there must
be some credibility to that person or
his name wouldn’t be there.
We don’t just need new blood
in the PFSC; we need it in the PA
Wildlife Federation and the Endowment Foundation.
When members get stagnant,
organizations get stagnant. And
considering some of the manipulations that happened not too many
years ago, I’m quite surprised more
changes haven’t been made. But
then, as I wrote last time, communications is our biggest obstacle. And
that continues today. Perhaps that’s
why some of you haven’t “thrown
the bums out” yet.
It seems that when it comes to
poor management and deceitful
actions to keep certain delegates/
members from voting, the delegates
are quite tolerant of that, especially
as a group. But individually, some
of you can be quite outspoken.
We have some delegates who
consistently want to point out that
counties are autonomous and when
it comes to things like credential
sheets and club renewals, the state
should keep their distance.
We have other delegates who complain that they aren’t “club babysitters” and that the state office didn’t
make enough copies of the club credential sheets for them. It seems the
state office is only there for one purpose – a fall guy for those who fail

to do their jobs.
Once I was winning in fortune and
fame
Everything that I dreamed for to
get a start in life’s game
Suddenly it happened, I lost every
dime
But I’m richer by far with a satisfied mind.
I made several trips to clubs who
were upset about the dues increase.
Again, even though no staff or board
members voted for the increase, it
was the state’s fault. Some didn’t
seem to understand that the dues increase was self-imposed by the delegates.
One county meeting I attended,
the county delegate wasn’t even in
attendance. Ironically, that didn’t
seem to be a problem to anyone
there.
Most everyone had plenty of
ideas on how to raise money - just
so long as someone else was doing
the raising. Again, many seem to be
of the impression that the state office is responsible for raising funds,
not dues. And the state office never
consists of them – it’s always someone else.
If you’ll remember, there were
those who insisted that once we cut
our ties with the National Wildlife
Federation, our membership numbers would increase dramatically.
Those of you that “sold” that to our
members are now eerily silent, yet
some of the loudest complainers
about the dues increase.
A number of years ago, the delegates – those people elected at the
county level – approved a bylaws
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change that any county officer had
to be an individual, supporting, life
or e-member – they couldn’t just be
a club member.
Apparently those delegates didn’t
tell their counties, or maybe because
of their autonomy, some counties
feel it isn’t necessary for them to
comply with the state bylaws.
When we sent letters out to the
counties that had officers that failed
to meet this requirement, we got
some interesting responses, like this
one: “This doesn’t seem to make
much sense. Never have we been in
such a difficult time to raise volunteers. Please let me know what we
can do to repeal this absurd law.
Thank you.”
Money can’t buy back your youth
when you’re old
Or a friend when you’re lonely or
a love that’s grown cold.
The wealthiest person is a pauper
at times
Compared to the man with a satisfied mind.
Now if we have county officers
that feel it isn’t worth $15 for an
e-membership, what does that say
about those representing that county? Or to those we are trying to recruit? It’s hard to believe they could
accept such an attitude. I know if I
had that attitude as President, some
people would be extremely upset.
I tend to call those types cheap.
Which leads into another interesting letter I received. I had made a
comment in a Pittsburgh newspaper,
when questioned about the acceptance of a $40 pheasant stamp like
New Jersey has, that such a high
price wouldn’t fly here, since Pennsylvania hunters are cheap. Several
days later I received a letter from a
county officer stating, “Please explain Mr. Onufrak’s comments and
warn him that those “cheap Pennsylvania hunters” are the very group
of people he is depending upon to
join the PFSC and support his salary.” The letter also claimed that
info@pfsc.org

they were questioning the value of
what they get for their dues.
I politely responded and informed
them that I did not receive a salary
and I challenged them to become
more involved so they’d better see
the benefits of their membership.
And by the way, the officer that
wrote the letter isn’t an individual,
supporting, life or e-member either.
But I guess they’re autonomous
so they don’t need to abide by the
bylaws and can make ill-informed
statements like the one above about
my salary.
So whose fault is all this ignorance and lack of communication?
I think sometimes we need to look
in the mirror and ask if you are truly
benefiting this organization by still
holding on to a leadership role.
When some of you expend more
effort and energy trying to be destructive rather than constructive, it
makes one wonder of your true motives for membership.
It’s sad to say, but perhaps our
membership is truly reflective of society today. It’s all about what’s in
it for me – not what can I do to make
this a better place.
This outfit was started to promote
clean water and good conservation
practices – today it seems to be all
about stocked trout and more deer.
And if I’m not satisfied, damn the
habitat; I’m going to take my ball
and go home.
And when life has ended and my
time has run out
My friends and my loved ones I’ll
leave, there’s no doubt
But one thing’s for certain, when it
comes my time
I’ll leave this old world with a satisfied mind.
So another two years as President
has gone by and I have to admit
I’m still confused by some things,
just as I was my first go around as
President. Some things just have to
make you wonder.
We used to have two dedicated

funds with millions of dollars in
them – the oil and gas lease fund
and the environmental stewardship
fund (growing greener). There was
plenty of money to fund the environmental costs of watch dogging
this Marcellus beast.
I just read in a recent paper where
Alaska’s dedicated oil reserve fund
has reached an all time high of $40
billion. Now how can they do that
and we can’t? Our elected officials
have pillaged those accounts and
are now asking for more, mainly
from the natural gas industry. What
have we learned?
When some clamor for more revenue to those funds, I have to wonder
not what have we learned, but what
have we NOT learned. Why does
it seem the loudest voices are clamoring for more revenue sources, but
there is silence when it comes to demanding that the stolen accounts be
repaid?
Sort of like this whole mercury issue, which I ain’t got figured out yet
either. We argue to keep the mercury out of our woods and waters from
industrial plants, but we advocate
banning so called energy inefficient
light bulbs, only to have every homeowner use light bulbs that contain
mercury?
We’re told that we now live in a
global economy and there’s global
warming – so if everything is global, how can we have invasive species?
Despite all the confusion and the
unanswered questions, one thing
that a long time life member once
told me still remains true – if you
have enough for booze,
you have enough for
dues. We just haven’t
figured out how to sell
that.
I’m just glad that by
the time you get this, I’ll
be just a few short days
from being autonomous.
Satisfied mind – or not.
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PFSC FALL CONVENTION
September 16-18, 2011
Radisson Harrisburg Hotel
1150 Camp Hill Bypass
Camp Hill PA 17011
Ph: 717-763-7117
www.radisson.com/camphillpa
Convention Highlights
FRIDAY: Watch PFSC in action as we hold
PFSC, PWF and Endowment Board meetings and Committee meetings throughout
the day. Hear from representatives from our
resource agencies and other guest speakers,
with updates on all the current issues and
events affecting our resources and outdoor
heritage. There are a lot of important issues
affecting our future that will be discussed,
so don’t miss it!

Tentative Meeting Agenda & Events
(Note change from normal schedule)

Friday –September 16th
8:30 am – 4:00 pm		
Registration Table Open
9:00 am – 12:00 pm		
PFSC Board Meeting
12:00 pm – 1:00 pm		
Lunch on Your Own
1:00 pm – 2:30 pm		
Fish & Boat Committee
2:30 pm – 4:00 pm		
Game & Trapping Committee
4:00 pm – 5:30 pm		
Firearms Committee
5:30 pm – 6:30 pm		
Dinner on Your Own
6:30
pm
–
7:30
pm		
FSC Endowment Board Meeting
SATURDAY: Join us as we host the
7:30 pm – 8:30 pm		
PWF Board Meeting
“Pennsylvania Outdoors in Focus: Mar9:00 pm – 11:00 pm		
Hospitality Suite hosted by
cellus Shale Development and Penn’s
Woods” forum. Sponsored by the Key					
Southern Division
stone Energy Forum and the Pennsylvania
Saturday – September 17th
Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs.
7:30 am – 4:00 pm
Registration Table Open
NO COST, But REGISTRATION
8:00 am – 9:00 am
PFSC Delegate Session
REQUIRED SEATING LIMITED
9:00 am – 12:00 pm		
Marcellus Shale Forum
12:00
pm
–
1:00
pm
Marcellus Forum Luncheon
MARCELLUS FORUM LUNCHEON:  
1:00 pm – 2:00 pm
Marcellus Forum Continues
Join us for a working luncheon Saturday at
2:00 pm – 3:00 pm
Forum Wrap-Up, Q&A
noon, as we continue to discuss the impacts
3:00 pm – 5:00 pm
Conservation Committee
to Penn’s Woods, sponsored by the Keystone Energy Forum.
3:00 pm – 4:00 pm
Awards Committee
NO COST, But   REGISTRATION
4:00 pm – 5:00 pm		
Nominations Committee
REQUIRED
SEATING LIMITED
6:00 pm – 10:00 pm
Banquet/Presentations/Fundraising
						
Dinner served at 7:00 pm
SATURDAY NIGHT BANQUET:
10:00
pm
12:00
am		
Hospitality
Suite hosted by
After a buffet dinner, a special guest speak						
Southern
Division
er and presentations, we’ll wrap up the eveSunday – September 18th
ning with some fundraising for PFSC.
8:00 am – 8:30 am
Prayer Breakfast
Dinner served at 7:00 p.m.
COST: $40
8:30 am – 12:00 pm
General Delegate Session
SUNDAY PRAYER BREAKFAST:
Join us for a breakfast buffet, followed by a short Sunday morning non-denominational prayer service before the
General Delegate Session.
COST: $12
SUNDAY GENERAL DELEGATE SESSION: PFSC’s delegates meet to summarize the weekend’s events and
vote on the issues, resolutions and other items on the agenda.
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Pennsylvania Outdoors in Focus:
Marcellus Shale Development &
Penn’s Woods
Saturday, September 17th, 2011
9am – 3pm
Radisson Harrisburg Hotel
Featured Panel Discussions:
“Land Activity”- Where is activity taking place? Where will it be taking place?
(Public and Private Land aspect)
“Interaction with Marcellus Shale Development” – Communicating, working
with our regulatory and industry partners as development and growth continues.
“Impacts on Penn’s Woods” – How will drilling affect your outdoor activities?

Luncheon

Join us for a working luncheon as we continue to discuss Penn’s Woods

No cost to attend forum or luncheon, but pre-registration is required
for both. (Seating is Limited)
Sponsored by the Keystone Energy Forum in partnership with the
Pennsylvania Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs
The forum is being held in conjunction with the PFSC’s Convention
For more information and/or to register:
www.pfsc.org
http://keystoneenergyforum.com
pfscorg@comcast.net
717-232-3480
info@pfsc.org
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THE PENNSYLVANIA WILDLIFE FEDERATION
PWF is the educational arm of PFSC.
Our mission is to educate Pennsylvanians about our environment and
inspire them to protect and conserve our natural resources.
Donations to PWF are tax deductible to the extent provided by law.
Phone 717-232-3480 * info@pawildlife.org
www.pawildlife.org.
Lowell Graybill, President

What We Don’t See

but that is little excuse for making
poor decisions.
Ever since birth, all living organisms, including we humans, begin
to take in the environs around us.
As we grow, we assimilate more
and more of what our senses tell
us. Our reactions to these sensory
inputs impact our actions. In some
manner of speaking, we could refer
to this as conditioning.
This should also be a pattern for
us to follow when we consider our
responsibilities as sportsmen and
conservationists to do what we can
to see that the natural resources we
appreciate and value are maintained
properly.
Throughout our lives, if we do
what we can to search out available information and motivate research on yet unknown details, our
chance of making sound decisions
when the need arises will be much
greater. Simply reacting often leads
to a ‘fight or flight’ response which
in most cases becomes so emotional that reason is often tossed to the
wind.
Here in America and here in
Pennsylvania, we have a vast array
of resources. We have a tremendous
variety of natural resources as well
as human and technical resources
on which we can rely. This is as it
should be.
Though you might enjoy surf and
turf, apart from other foods even
these would become redundant
and even mundane. We can enjoy
the wear-ability and feel of a mix
of materials from which our cloth-

ing is made.
Many different materials
make up the
construction
of our homes with differing textures
and finishes. We can select between
gold, silver or ceramic to address
dental needs. Our pets may range
from a hairless minx cat to a feathered emu. Trees range from prickly
honey locusts to soft-needled white
pines. Wildlife ranges from the
smallest insect to our largest mammals. I could go on and on; but, you
get my point.
There is too much at stake to either try to understand it all on our
own or to make decisions without at
least attempting to gather the facts.
If we are studious throughout our
whole lifetime, we stand a far better chance to make sound decisions
regarding the stewardship of our resources than simply sitting on our
hands and waiting to react.
We are fortunate to have other
individuals, agencies and organizations provide facts and insights in
many areas where we could never
hope to study enough.
We need to utilize these sources
whenever possible. We need to encourage others to do the same even
when newly discovered facts and
added information may alter the
concepts we’ve stoically held to for
years.
Change in fact is inevitable; but,
not all change is reasonable. Only
by doing our ‘homework’, will we
be able to differentiate.

“Appearances are everything”
some would say. How wrong this
can be! Other than first impressions,
appearances reveal such a limited
amount of information about what
we see, so we should always be
careful to pursue more detail. This
is true in interpersonal encounters
as well as in our encounters with the
outdoors.
None of us appreciate being manipulated or persuaded by illusion;
yet, even nature does this to us all
the time. Consider the fact that we
can’t even see much of the microbial world without the use of magnification; yet, these small living organisms can both enhance or sicken
us.
We can enjoy the ability of some
of nature’s most wonderful plants,
insects and animals ability to use
pigments and appendages as camouflage. We may even enjoy an illusionist’s stage show; but, when it
comes to influencing a decision we
need to make, we usually prefer to
see and hear the facts.
At times, any one of us has likely
made decisions based on few or partial facts. It’s rather difficult to know
all there is to know about anything
we are dealing with; therefore, we
have little choice but to utilize the
information available.
The shame of it is, we are sometimes too lax or empathetic when it
comes to gathering as much information as we can in order to establish a sound course of action. Quick
decisions are sometimes necessary,
8  PFSC On Target                                                                                                        September/October 2011

When issues like Marcellus Shale
gas extraction, run-off to the Chesapeake Bay, Sundays included in
hunting seasons, public and private
land access, open space, among
many others confront us, as responsible citizens, sportsmen and conservationists, we need to square our
shoulders and accept the responsibility we have to do what’s necessary to make informed decisions.
This may require diligence in
seeking out the information and an
openness of mind to see beyond
what we saw on the surface or what
we’ve believed for years.
Yes, we might have to exert some
effort and even change our way of
thinking; but, it is our responsibility.
As humans, it’s a good thing we’re
as close to the top of the food chain
as we are since we are so often reluctant to adapt or to change.

This reminds me
of the concept that
‘history so often
repeats itself’; this
generally is not
mentioned in a positive light.
You and I have the
ability to research
and to reason. Let’s
enjoy what we see;
but, let’s also look
beyond appearances to find what we
need to know to better understand and
influence the necessary care-taking
of Pennsylvania’s
natural resources!

Continued from Page 3  
Family Field Days
Ongoing discussions aim to
strengthen the core stations of the
field days concept; instill lesson
standardization and create bridges
to programs and events beyond a
participant’s one-day field-day experience. There’s a concerted effort
to provide an improved gateway
program with meaningful lessons
that harness fun and excitement.
The hope is participants, after completing a Family Field Day, are eager to learn more about where and
how they can further their outdoors
education, experience and involvement.
A Stepping-Stone to Expanded
Opportunities
This program is being tailored
to introduce Pennsylvanians to the
Great Outdoors, not to be an annual
get-together for repeat participants,
or a drop-off for parents with other
plans. It is intended to be a stepping-stone toward firearms famil-

iarity; learning how to shoot a sporting arm; becoming more familiar
with wildlife and the outdoors; and
acquiring confidence to be a proficient woodsman. Family Field Days
should not be a dead-end. Participants should be provided packets
of information on: how to enroll in
Hunter-Trapper Education courses;
join local and state sportsmen’s
clubs and conservation organizations; hunting and trapping basics;
and website resources that cater to
new outdoors people. Prizes, such
as free hunting, fishing and outdoors
products, memberships to clubs and
other take-home resources, would
bolster continuing interest.
Efforts are underway to develop
further information about the program and how individuals will be
able to enroll in Family Field Days
via the internet. There also will be
a combined effort from the Game
Commission and Federation to solicit assistance from clubs and individuals to bolster the cause, as well

info@pfsc.org

MEMBERSHIP FORM
PENNSYLVANIA
WILDLIFE FEDERATION
2426 N Second St
Harrisburg, PA 17110

(717) 232-3480 * info@pawildlife.org * www.pawildlife.org

Individual Membership

-- $25.00

-- $20.00
Family Membership
-- $40.00
Organization Membership -- $50.00
Student Membership

Additional Donation

-- $

Name: _______________________________
Address: _____________________________
City: _________________ State: _________
Zip: ___________ Phone: ______________
PWF is a 501 C (3) Nonprofit Organization
All Members receive PFSC’s On Target

as a campaign to engage news media
to help get the word out. Stay tuned.
The reconstruction of this important
program is building steam!

To All Those Who
Continue to Support
PFSC
Through Donations &
Membership!
Contributing Members
Jess Oren, III
Jay Eisenhauer, Jr.
Gil Gilson
William J Sabatose
Donations
Rolfe Beagle Club
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Conservation Education

Devin DeMario, Chair
BIQ’s

W

hen most people think of smell of Hoppes No. 9, it’s because
summertime, I’d imagine that we love to share our appreciation
many things come to mind… fam- for our heritage.
It’s rewarding to think that your
ily picnics, bass fishing, or perhaps
a trip to the beach. Maybe that isn’t effort is placing another young
what you think of when you feel sportsperson in the field. So, after
Spring fading and the warmer tem- each YFD, we pat ourselves on the
back for a job well done and all of
peratures approaching.
Me, for example, when I think of our hard work to recruit youngsters
summer, I encounter thoughts of un- into the sports of shooting, hunting,
tangling crossed fishing lines, bait- trapping, and angling.
But, let me ask you… do you effort into conducting YFD’s annuing hooks, archery shoots, muzzleloader smoke, the sound of 22’s and know how many youth you have re- ally and not collecting and depositshotguns, maybe even a few squeals cruited with your efforts? Any idea? ing the data so that we can answer
from a kid who just caught his first I know I don’t. So let’s expand this these questions – along with many
out across the state… dedicated more!
catfish or broke her first clay bird.
That’s why when Joe Neville,
Yep, you guessed it. When I think sportsmen and women are currently
of summer, I think of Youth Field conducting over 100 YFD events PGC Director of Information and
Days, and I will go out on a limb annually, reaching well over 8,500 Education, approached our Board
and guess that many of you do as youth who are learning the traits and of Directors in June with an idea
to partner with PGC to refresh our
well. Maybe, you’re even turning skills taught to them at the event.
So, let’s ask some big ques- YFD programs, I was more than exthe pages of this On Target with wacited to volunteer on a committee
terlogged fingers because you spent tions…
How many participants bought a that would work on this campaign
the day scrubbing muzzleloaders. A
hunting, fishing, or furbearer’s li- (see page 3 for Mr. Neville’s artifeeling many of us know well!
cle).
It’s no question to those of us that cense when they turned of age?
First, we know from research (and
How many of them attended an
have been through a Youth Field
experience) that youth that lack an
Day that it is an incredible amount HTE course?
How many years did they partici- adult mentor have a significantly
of work. Ordering shirts, booking a
date, finding volunteers, providing pate in those activities, and which lower retention rate than youth that
have an interested adult mentor.
food, acquiring ammunition, mak- ones specifically?
So, considering those stats and the
These are big important quesing sure you have enough equipment, making sure everyone will be tions (I’ll creatively call them fact that we are hoping to recruit
safe… these things are just the tip “BIQ’s”) when considering that the new sportspeople, and retain them,
of the iceberg and don’t count con- rate of youth recruitment and re- why are we doing just “Youth” field
tention is dropping in many of our days? Shouldn’t we be focusing on
ducting the YFD or cleaning it up!
So, if it takes all of this time, mon- sporting activities, which in turn not the entire family?
Second, think of all the simple
ey, and effort – all of which are in only threatens the preservation of
data
we can provide to the PGC so
short supply in this day and age – our heritage, but also wildlife manthen why in the heck do we do it?
agement, conservation funding, and we can answer some of the BIQ’s?
I’m talking name, age, sex, locaSure, we all respond “for the the economy.
tion,
past participant. Stuff many of
No small potatoes by any account
kids”, or “to pass it on”, because
those are the reasons. I mean, I (and here you thought you were just you are already collecting!
Utilizing the Point of Sale techwouldn’t think that you conduct conducting a YFD…).
nology,
the PGC could have the
Presently, we are putting all of this
them solely because you love the
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ability in the future to answer some
of the BIQ’s so we can measure the
response of our hard work and see
what we need to change to make it
better.
Now before you gasp at the word
“change”, think of why we are

S

working our rears off in the first
place for these YFD events… to recruit, retain, and preserve our heritage, right? So, this is a great way
to work together to make sure our
energy is spent as effectively as
possible while we work to meet our

goals.
I look forward to discussing this
undertaking with all of you in September at our Fall Convention.
Now, go get that Hoppes No. 9 and
start cleaning the shotguns.

Massive New Coalition Stands up for Resource Conservation, Outdoor Recreation,
Historic Preservation

portsmen aren’t alone in advocating for strongly funded conservation programs in America. An unprecedented
coalition representing tens of millions of citizens with diverse political backgrounds and areas of interest
recently united to call for federal investments in natural resource conservation, outdoor recreation and historic
preservation programs.
The coalition of more than 600 organizations sent a letter to the leadership in the House and Senate acknowledging the tremendous fiscal challenges facing the country and reminding members of Congress about the economic
importance of natural resource conservation, outdoor recreation and historic preservation programs. The coalition offered assistance in quantifying the economic benefits of these programs as a means to inform budgetary
decision-making.
“Investments in natural resource conservation, historic preservation and outdoor recreation comprise roughly
1 percent of the federal budget yet provide a return on investment that far exceeds the cost to the taxpayer. Just
ask anyone who has ever enjoyed our great American wilderness, or benefitted from the clean air and water those
lands provide, or the local economies they support,” said Bill Meadows, president of The Wilderness Society.
“Historic preservation programs fuel jobs and produce strong returns on public investments that impact primarily rural communities and cannot be exported to foreign countries. We are committed to working closely with
Congress to identify savings while also supporting the programs that most effectively achieve these results,” said
John Nau, chairman emeritus of the Civil War Trust.
This diverse coalition is urging Congress to look at conservation programs as critical investments that can help
America grow its way out of our financial challenges.
“Over the years, federal conservation programs have helped leverage billions of dollars of non-federal money
to conserve millions of acres of critical habitat, thus
helping to preserve America’s rich hunting and fishing
Win a Bushmaster XM-15E2S A3
traditions,” said Whit Fosburgh, president and CEO
.223 cal
of the TRCP, one of the many sporting groups that is
helping to lead the coalition.
TRCP
Bushmaster AR-15 Raffle Tickets
Order Form
Donation: $10 per ticket or 6 for $50
SGOCL # 8

Name: __________________________________
Address: ________________________________
Drawing will be held at the PFSC’s Fall Convention, September 17th, 2011.   Only 500 tickets
available.  You do not need to be present to win. Applicable taxes, transfer and shipping fees are the responsibility of the winner. PFSC will mail you a copy
of your completed tickets upon receipt of payment.
Winner will be notified by mail.
Bushmaster donated by Firing Line Inc.
info@pfsc.org

_____________________________________
Phone: ________________________
Number of Tickets Requested: ____________
Payment Enclosed: _____________

Mail to: PFSC, 2426 N. 2nd St., Harrisburg, PA 17110
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Pennsylvania Game Commission Report
Carl G. Roe
Executive Director

www.pgc.state.pa.us

Can You Hear Me Now?
“You should really listen to what
license buyers have to say.” This
is a statement we hear frequently.
Reaching out to our license buyers
to seek their input is something we
have done, are doing and will continue to do. In fact, with the new
electronic license sales system, we
are able to survey hunters in a far
more scientific and less costly manner than in the past.
Under the old license sales system, using the license sales books,
we would have to pay staff overtime or comp time to stand in front
of photocopiers to copy page after
page of license sales books. From
there, we had to pay to enter the information so that a random sample
of our license buyers could be selected for surveys.
Using this cumbersome system,
we’d compile mailing lists for the
annual Game-Take and Furbearer
surveys. If we were able, we might
be able to use the data to run one
other survey.
However, today, with all of the
data from the license sales system
electronically available, we can run
a random sample from the database
and use that to create the mailing
list. This can be done with nearly a
press of the button, thereby reducing
our overhead costs to simply compile the mailing list. Now, our costs
are limited to the paper and postage, as well as the creation of the
survey. As such, we’ve already run
several surveys to learn more about
our license buyers, including reach-

ing out to those who
purchased licenses
last year, but didn’t
yet buy a license this
year and why.
We’ve been able to run a crossreference between our license sales
list and our subscription list for
Pennsylvania Game News to see if
license buyers who presently do not
subscribe to our monthly magazine
may be interested in joining.
While the future opportunities to
use this new electronic license sales
database are nearly limitless, there
are methods of seeking input that
we have utilized and will continue
do so.
For example, we have been using
our internet website to accept input
on our various wildlife management
plans that were developed, from
bald eagles to deer, from beavers to
quail and ruffed grouse. This electronic system of receiving feedback
has augmented our traditional method of receiving letters, while saving
us money by enabling us to post the
entire management plans for public
review. In the past, we had to mail
out copies of the management plans
at significant costs in printing and
postage, which limited our distribution and outreach. So, once again,
technology has enabled us to reach
out to ask for input.
Our website’s “Contact Us” page
provides a general e-mail address
that enables individuals to send in
questions and comments, which are
then routed to the appropriate staff

and region. Comments on matters
that come before the Board of Game
Commissioners are forwarded to
each of the eight members of the
Board for their consideration, and
the comments are printed out and
tabulated prior to each of the quarterly meetings, as well.
While technology is great and can
be a considerable cost cutter, nothing can replace good old-fashioned
face-to-face communications. That
is why we held several rounds of
deer open houses throughout the
state over the past several years.
Also, each of the Game Commission’s quarterly meetings begins
with an opportunity for public comment. In fact, the Board’s January
meeting has an entire day set aside
for public comments on a Sunday,
to make it easier for those who are
unable to attend the quarterly meeting due to work.
Additionally, I’ve been pleased to
participate in many meetings with
representatives of various respected
statewide sportsmen’s groups, including our most recent meetings
on how we – the Game Commission and sportsmen’s organizations
– can partner to recruit, retain and
reactivate our license buyers to keep
Pennsylvania’s rich hunting and
trapping heritage alive and well.
So, I believe it is safe to say that
the Game Commission – both the
Board and the agency’s staff – remain committed to our state Constitutional and statutory obligation to
manage all wild birds and mammals
and their habitats for future generations. In doing so, public comments, especially those from our license buyers, will continue to play a
critical role in our management decisions of those wildlife resources
and habitats.
PGC
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Pro-Second Amendment Model Legislation Adopted at ALEC

T

he American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC) Public Safety and Elections Task Force adopted the
"Fraudulent Firearm Purchase Prevention Act" and "Firearms Destruction Prevention Act" as model legislation at its meeting in New Orleans.
The "Fraudulent Firearm Purchase Prevention Act" (or "Honesty in Purchasing Firearms Act") would protect
lawful firearm retailers from illegal gun sting operations such as those by anti-gun New York City Mayor Michael
Bloomberg. Bloomberg has sent hired agents into other states to attempt illegal firearm purchases in an effort to
blame federally licensed firearm retailers for gun crime in New York City and around the country. This legislation has been enacted in seven states: Alabama, Georgia, Missouri, North Carolina, Oklahoma, Virginia and West
Virginia.
The "Firearms Destruction Prevention Act" (or "Disposition of Firearms in State and Local Custody Act")
would require a firearm collected by law enforcement to be auctioned to federally licensed firearms dealers. Prior
to the auction, reasonable efforts must be made to determine if the firearm was lost or stolen and, if at all possible,
returned to its lawful owner. Alaska, Kentucky and Tennessee have already adopted this legislation.

Firearms Industry Files Suit Against ATF to Stop Multiple Sales Reporting of Rifles
NEWTOWN, Conn. -- The National Shooting Sports Foundation (NSSF), the trade association for America's
firearms industry, filed a lawsuit challenging the legal authority of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives (ATF) under the Gun Control Act to compel 8,500 federally licensed firearms retailers in Arizona,
California, New Mexico and Texas to report the sale of two or more rifles.
Specifically, the regulation calls for reporting multiple sales of any semi-automatic rifle larger than .22 caliber and
capable of accepting a detachable magazine that are purchased following an FBI background check by the same
individual within five consecutive business days.
NSSF's lawsuit, filed in the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia, seeks an injunction to block ATF
from implementing the reporting requirement. ATF has sent "demand letters" to firearms retailers in the four states
to inform retailers they must begin reporting such sales by August 14.
NSSF Senior Vice President and General Counsel Lawrence G. Keane pointed out that if ATF can require this
record-keeping and reporting requirement of law-abiding retailers in these four states simply by sending a letter
demanding the information, then there is no record or report ATF cannot require of any licensee, anywhere in the
country, for as long as ATF wants. "This is the proverbial 'slippery slope,' and our industry is extremely concerned
about it," said Keane.
Keane added, "At the time Congress authorized the reporting of multiple sales of handguns, it could have required it for the sale of long guns, but it did not. Acting ATF Director Ken Melson himself has questioned ATF's
legal authority to impose this new requirement."
Despite its lawsuit, NSSF is encouraging all retailers, not just those along the Southwest border, to continue to
cooperate with law enforcement and report any suspicious activity to the ATF. "The firearms industry and NSSF
take pride in having a longstanding cooperative relationship with ATF," said NSSF President and CEO Steve Sanetti. "Retailers have long been considered a vital source of information for law enforcement in combating illegal
firearm trafficking."
Even if ATF had the legal authority to require multiple sales reporting for long guns, NSSF believes the policy
would still be unwise to implement. "We believe the policy will make it more difficult for retailers to assist law
enforcement," said Keane. Illegal firearms traffickers will simply alter their schemes to avoid and evade the reporting requirement, making it more difficult for retailers to identify and report suspicious activity. For example,
traffickers could simply recruit more "straw purchasers" and have them illegally purchase firearms from multiple
licensees, or simply move their illegal trafficking activities to other states where the reporting requirement does
not exist.
Sanetti pointed out that for more than a decade, the firearms industry has done its part to help prevent illegal
straw purchases through the Don't Lie for the Other Guy program. The program, a cooperative effort between
NSSF and ATF, educates retailers on how to spot potential illegal purchasers and warns the public that it's a serious crime to attempt such a purchase. The program is active in firearms retailer shops across the country. Over the
last several years, the firearms industry has solely funded the rollout of Don't Lie for the Other Guy in border-state
areas to deter individuals with intent to illegally purchase firearms. See www.dontlie.org.
Lawyers representing the National Rifle Association filed a separate lawsuit in the U.S. District Court for the
District of Columbia challenging ATF's requirement for reporting multiple sales of rifles.
info@pfsc.org
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Pennsylvania Fish and Boat
Commission
Report
John Arway,
Executive
Director www.fishandboat.com

T

NETWORKING

he subject of this article is not we all shared. Everyone knew that
about computer networks and phone conversations were open
how we use them as tools to ex- public discussions and were actuchange information.
However, ally part of the local news network
who would have thought 30 years at the time.
Our landline phones are gradually
ago that computers and information
technology would be so important being replaced with cell phones and
most likely satellite phones where
in our everyday lives?
On-line banking, news reports by we can talk to anyone, anytime,
the minute, unlimited research about anywhere. An email we send can
any imaginable topic—Google it!, span the globe in a millisecond.
So how can we take advantage
blogs, tweets, people upset about
who is, or more importantly, who of the improved communications
isn’t included on their Face Book we have to facilitate our interest in
favorites list, and instant weather protecting, managing and conserving our fish and aquatic resources
radar anywhere on earth.
Life is changing quickly and we to provide recreational fishing and
have to change with it if we expect boating opportunities?
Well, first of all we need to agree
to survive in today’s world. The information revolution is no different to work together on issues of muthan other revolutions we have been tual concern.  
Most of us are involved in conserthrough as a society—our world
wars and conflicts, the industrial vation because of our love for our
revolutions of our parent’s day with natural resources. We are also hutimber, coal and steel, what
about the music revolution of
the 1960’s, and now, perhaps
for us in Pennsylvania, the
natural gas revolution!
We have to adapt and take
advantage of the technology by adjusting the way we
live—like it or not.
The same is true for social
networking. I still remember
sitting in my grandmother’s
kitchen huddled around the
telephone receiver listening
in on our neighbor’s converWalleye Fishing on Lake Erie
Photo by Retired WCO Barry Mechling
sations on the party line that

man and humans have a tendency
to disagree from time to time about
how things should be done with issues that we are passionate about.
However, should it matter that we
disagree about deer management
when we are talking about protecting headwater brook trout streams
from Marcellus Shale development?
Do our differences on climate
change have any bearing on our
need to collectively work together
to get compensation for the water
that industry is stealing from our
streams and rivers?
I am a firm believer that if we
can’t agree on a subject, then we
should agree to disagree and move
on.
We can’t let our disagreements affect our relationship in areas where
we must work together. There are
too few of us and we are too fragmented by singular issues. We must
begin to talk to each other and
work together for the common
cause on the issues where we
agree.
We have enormous challenges before us and our ranks
are diminishing. We were 1.2
million strong in licensed anglers in the early 1990’s and
are down to 850,000 today.
Just think what we could do
if we joined ranks and spoke
with one voice on the issues
we can agree on.
As I write this column, our
Congress is trying to reach
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agreement on resolving our country’s debt crisis and I have confidence that they will be able
to work across party lines and get it done. It is time that we sportsmen set aside our differences
and work together on our problems too.
Let’s develop and use the social network we have to work together on the issues we support.
The sportsmen’s voice is still strong in our Commonwealth but we have to speak with one
voice if we expect to be heard. The fish are counting on it.
Your Director, John (°>
PFBC

Fish & Boat Commission Changes Lake Erie Regulations, Elects New Officers at
Quarterly Business Meeting
Harrisburg, PA – The Pennsylvania
Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC)
approved several changes to Lake
Erie regulations, moved four lakes
to the list of approved trout waters
open to year-round fishing, and established an agreement with the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to
collect American shad eggs from the
Potomac River at their July meeting. Also, Commissioners elected
Robert Bachman, Ph.D., as the new
board president and Steve Ketterer
as vice president.
As part of the Lake Erie changes,
Commissioners approved a proposal to allow for adaptive creel limits
for walleye and yellow perch based
on the annual quotas established
each spring by the Lake Erie Committee, which consists of fisheries
managers from Pa., Ohio, N.Y.,
Michigan and Ontario, Canada. Under the new rules, the PFBC will
set daily limits by April 15 of each
year, before the onset of each fishing season. The change will allow
the PFBC to apply regulations in a
timely manner, synchronized with
the condition of fish stocks.
Also, Commissioners approved a
recommendation to establish a Lake
Erie cast net permit for sport anglers who want to harvest emerald
shiners and spottail shiners, which
are popular baitfish. The $10 permit
allows anglers to take a combined
species daily limit of 200. In addition, Commissioners approved
a recommendation to increase the
number of commercial seine licensinfo@pfsc.org

es for Lake Erie from 10 to 40. If
adopted on final rulemaking, both
amendments will go into effect on
Jan. 1, 2012, or upon publication in
the Pennsylvania Bulletin, whichever occurs later.
In other action, Commissioners
voted to approve:
- A recommendation to change the
designation of four lakes from approved trout waters to approved
trout waters open to year-round
fishing. The four lakes include Lake
Luxembourg in Bucks County, Laurel Lake in Cumberland County,
Muddy Run Recreation Lake in
Lancaster County, and Sweet Arrow Lake in Schuylkill County. The
change will go into effect on Jan. 1,
2012.
- A five-year agreement with the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to
collect American shad eggs from
the Potomac River during the spring
spawning runs of 2012 through
2016. The eggs will be used by the
PFBC as part of its effort to restore
American shad to the Susquehanna,
Lehigh and Schuylkill rivers.
- A recommendation to allow anglers to fish Lehigh County’s Leaser
Lake once the dam is rebuilt and the
lake refills. PFBC staff had originally recommended closing the lake to
all fishing until June 18, 2016, but
now believes a catch and release
policy will provide recreational angling opportunities while still developing a high quality fishery. The
catch and release regulations will
apply to all species except trout,

which will be stocked in the lake
beginning in 2014.
- A final rulemaking order imposing
a closed season on river herring in
the Delaware River and Delaware
Estuary; the Lehigh and Schuylkill
rivers and their tributaries; and
the Conowingo Reservoir on the
Susquehanna River. The changes
are being made in cooperation with
N.J., N.Y. and Delaware as part of
the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission’s interstate management plan for shad and river
herring, which states that the river
herring population remains at a depressed level.The changes will go
into effect on Jan. 1, 2012.
- A change to the section limits on
Spring Creek in the Borough of
Bellefonte, Centre County, which
will open up approximately 350
meters (1/5 mile) to public angling
from the High Street Bridge to the
Lamb Street Bridge. The change
will go into effect on Jan. 1, 2012.
An amendment to the regulation
for the National Saltwater Angler
Registry required by the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) to clarify that an
angler is compliant if he meets the
registration requirements of another
state, such as N.J. NOAA requires
the registration from anglers who
target shad, striped bass and river
herring from the Delaware River
below Trenton Falls or in the Delaware Estuary.
Complete details at www.fishandboat.com/minutes.htm.
PFBC
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Department of Conservation and Natural Resources
Secretary Richard J. Allan
www.dcnr.state.pa.us

Cameras Focus on One State Forest’s Overflowing Horn of Plenty

I

By Gene F. Odato,
District Forester
Tuscarora State Forest

received by Bureau of Forestry personnel as a request to identify the
bird. The second series was obtained through the course of a game
law investigation.
Now that we had pictures, we
needed some answers. A quick
check of the internet led us to the
National Aviary in Pittsburgh and to
Research Assistant Professor Todd
Katzner at West Virginia University.
Dr. Katzner explained that the
Eastern golden eagle lives and
breeds in Eastern Canada. When
winter sets in, golden eagles migrate
south through the Eastern United
States and winter in the Southern
Appalachians. A study was under
way to better understand the migratory routes, population densities
and the genetic differences between
eastern and western golden eagles.
The increasing demand for clean energy,
especially wind energy,
can have devastating
impacts on bird and bat
populations. According
to the Center for Biological Diversity, 5,400
wind turbines in California's Altamont Pass are
believed to have killed
up to 116 golden eagles,
300 red-tailed hawks,
380 burrowing owls, and
hundreds of other raptors.
Collisions with wind
turbines is a major concern, and knowing more
A golden eagle comes in for a landing -about golden eagles can
and a meal -- on a Tuscarora State Forest
help with the proper
tract. (DCNR Photo)
placement of wind ener-

t is February 2010 and snow blankets the Tuscarora State Forest.
The remains of a white-tailed deer
lay in a small forest opening. On
a nearby tree, the motion-sensitive
electronic eye of a trail camera silently records images of the scene.
Placed there by a curious coyote
hunter, the camera instead captures
images of an inhabitant of the forest
we rarely see -- the golden eagle.
A week later and several miles
away another trail camera near the
state forest also captured images of
a golden eagle. It was the very beginning of what we in the Tuscarora
State Forest District call the “Golden Eagle Project”.
It’s funny how these things begin.
In the spring of 2010, two separate
coyote hunters provided pictures of
golden eagles. The first series was

gy infrastructure to avoid conflicts.
Dr. Katzner explained that 60
“camera traps,” staffed by a variety
of state and conservation organizations in several Eastern states, already were in place. He invited us
to participate.
A camera trap is simply a motion
sensitive trail camera placed over a
baited area. The camera, along with
a memory card, external lead acid
battery, card reader and protocols
for trap placement were provided
by West Virginia University. Permits for possession of road-killed
deer and eagle feathers were obtained and a location was selected.
The location needed to be a forest
opening, accessible from January
through April.
We chose one of our 35 permanent
herbaceous openings, or PHOs, and
set our trap. A PHO is a forest opening that offers a different type of
habitat for wildlife. Every three to
five days, the site was visited.
Fresh bait was placed; the memory
card was switched out; battery level
checked; and the area was checked
for feathers. The cameras were set
to record three pictures every three
minutes when motion was detected.
On Jan. 19, 2011 at 1:16 p.m. the
trap recorded its first golden eagle.
Since then, 34 road-killed deer were
placed in front of three cameras that
recorded over 30,000 pictures of a
diversity of wildlife no one expected.
In one forest clearing, the three
cameras recorded seven different birds and 10 different mammal
species. Species included not only
golden eagles, but mature and im-
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mature bald eagles, turkeys, crows,
ravens, red-tailed hawks, turkey
vultures, bear, fox, bobcat, coyote,
fisher, rabbit, porcupine, fox squirrel, raccoon, and white-tailed deer.
Consider how many times one has
driven a forestry road without the
sight of even a songbird. The forest at these times seems to be devoid
of life and leads to the conclusion
that trees are all that remain. The
golden eagle project has shown us a
very different forest.
The majority of golden eagles had

already migrated to Canada
when the black bears began
raiding the cache in mid-April.
The cameras were removed
and the site was cleared.
Come January when the eagles
make their way to the forests
of Pennsylvania the trap will
be set again.
If we are lucky, the diversity
of the Tuscarora and the importance of public lands will
once again take center stage.
DCNR

Privatizing State Parks?

G

ov. Corbett said he would look into privatizing the running
of the state parks. Corbett cited the lack of lifeguards in
state parks as an example of a function that could be privatized.
The Department of Conservation and Natural Resources began removing lifeguards from state parks during the Ridge administration. Most of the remaining lifeguards were removed
two years ago, saving more than $1 million as the state cut
funding for parks.
Park funding continues to be cut in spite of the fact that Pennsylvania's state parks have been honored as the best in the nation and that they serve as engines for local economies — returning $7.40 for every dollar invested.
The only way for private companies to make money on lifeguards would be to fence the beaches and charge admission.
What would come next? The public would have to pay for services that have always been free as part of the historic benefits
of citizenship in Penn's Woods.
PennFuture
PFSC wants to know how you feel about privatizing our
state parks.   E-mail your comments to info@pfsc.org or
snail mail to: 2426 N 2nd St., Harrisburg, PA  17110

Park Smart
The Official PA State Parks and Forests Guide—Pocket
Ranger—is a free mobile application for Apple and Android
platforms created by Parks by Nature in cooperation with
DCNR and the PA Parks and Forests Foundation. Search by
activity, park, forest or region; stay current on park and forest
events; receive news and alerts; view maps of facilities, trails
and campgrounds; learn about state park or forest history; and
much more! An enhanced version of Pocket Ranger with GIS
mapping is available for purchase. Each app downloaded or
purchased will result in a donation to the Pennsylvania Parks
and Forests Foundation for projects in state parks.
info@pfsc.org

At night, a fisher and raccoon share
dining space. (DCNR Photo)

Clean Energy Jobs on Chopping Block

Pennsylvania's vibrant clean energy economy has helped us weather the national recession better than most states. Our wind and solar
industries are thriving, and more than 106,000
Pennsylvanians are directly employed by the
renewable energy and energy efficiency industries according to the state Department of
Labor and Industry.
But, as detailed in a recent “PennFuture
Facts,” the Corbett administration is putting
these jobs at risk with cuts and changes to programs that support the clean energy economy.
These actions include:
• Disbanding the Department of Environmental Protection's (DEP) Office of Energy
and Technology Deployment. This office has
had primary responsibility for the support of
renewable energy, oversight of several clean
energy laws, administers grant programs and
provides other vital services.
• Firing the director and reassigning the staff
of the Office of Energy Management in the Department of General Services. This office was
responsible for the management of the Guaranteed Energy Savings Act. This program,
authored by Rep. Bill Adolph, R-Delaware,
helps state government facilities, municipalities and school districts finance cost-effective
investments in energy efficiency.
• Forbidding state agencies to enter into contracts for green power this fiscal year. Pennsylvania has been a national leader in buying
green power.
• Firing the director and reassigning the staff
of the Governor's Green Government Council
that was formed under Gov. Tom Ridge.
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Our Work Just Keeps
Getting Busier

have been spending as much time
as I can on the road, meeting with
clubs and divisions. It’s not as much
as I'd like, but there are many other
things that are also important that
keep me busy in Harrisburg. I have
met many great people and have
been to some impressive clubs.
During my visits and conversations with clubs, one question is
asked time and time again.
"What do I get for my dues money?"
This is a very legitimate question
to ask, but one that’s difficult to give
a brief answer to. I will try my best
to answer from my perspective.
It has been said before and to
many members of many organizations, many times. What you get
out of your organization is what
you put into it.
Before you call me to hold your
target while you sight in your deer
rifle, let me expand on that.
When the Federation was formed
many years ago, they did so to
help promote conservation and
protect our environment. That is
still one of our goals, but as times
have changed, PFSC’s role has also
changed.
Today we must be more and
more focused on protecting the
rights and privileges of sportsmen.
With groups like the Humane Society of the US (HSUS) and their
overflowing coffers, constantly trying to destroy our hunting heritage,
and groups like CeaseFire and the
Brady Campaign with their endless
cash flow attacking our 2nd Amend-

ment Rights non-stop, we are in an
almost constant state of alert and
thus must be ready to react to their
assaults immediately.
Then we have our sometimes overzealous politicians who mean well,
but think they know better than our
wildlife professionals “what’s best
for wildlife.”
It has become a full-time job
just keeping up on the legislative
front.   On top of all that, we still
have to worry about our regulatory
agencies and issues confronting our
environment.
There are a number of people involved (myself included) that pass
our concerns on to our legislators
and regulatory agencies. They listen to us, they want our support, and
they value what the Federation has
to say. (When there’s a hot issue,
just hearing from a representative of
the Federation isn’t always enough.
We still need calls and letters from
our members as well to show a
strong, cohesive front.)
Our strength lies in our numbers.  This means you. My dad always said “Don’t expect someone
else to do it. Nothing will be accomplished.” The only thing I ask of our
membership is to get involved.
Making sure we have the resources to have someone in Harrisburg
and “on the Hill” to share our message, promote our issues and concerns and keep an eye on the attacks
directed at sportsmen and our environment requires having the funds
to maintain an office and pay staff.
That’s what you are getting for
your dues money. Peace of mind,
knowing someone is out there
watching out for your best interests.

Now that I am in the office, there
is again someone to pick up the
phone when you have something to
say or have a question or problem.
Granted I may be on the other side
of the state, but I will return your
call. I may even be able to answer
your question on the spot, but if not,
I will get an answer and get back to
you.
A big key to any relationship is
communication. If you don't like
something that is going on, let us
know so we can work to change it,
but we cannot act unless we know
about the issue and where you stand.
I can be reached at the state office at (717)232-3480 or emailed at
ben@pfsc.org.

Making a Big Splash
Fishing expenditures total more
than $42 Billion (yes, that’s a
B) annually in the US, according to the US Fish and Wildlife
Service. In those expenditures,
anglers opened their wallets wide
and dropped nearly $19 billion on
equipment and nearly $18 billion
on trips. The average freshwater
angler spent
17 days chasing fish. It is
obvious that
fishing is big
business.
USSA
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Help Wanted

W

hen you buy a hunting license, you help fund programs that provide hunting opportunities. The same applies to fishing and trapping, and those license purchases. Sometimes, however, you need to invest more,
to have more—or to protect what you have. One of the best—and most important—investments you can make
for your outdoor sports future could be the time it takes to encourage a friend to become a member of the Pennsylvania Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs (PFSC). The time required is short, joining costs as little as $15 a year.
The Pennsylvania Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs is a watchdog organization that protects and advances Pennsylvania’s hunting, fishing, and trapping heritage. The PFSC monitors legislation in Pennsylvania and Congress,
and monitors regulations and proposals from our state and federal wildlife departments and agencies regarding
firearms, hunting, fishing, trapping, wildlife management and the environment. When a bill or proposal is discovered that impacts our outdoor opportunities, the PFSC staff goes into action. Efforts are made to alert sportsmen
and sportswomen, educate our members, legislators and others, and win public support or opposition.
These tireless efforts have taken place for almost 80 years. The topics have ranged from hunting on National
Wildlife Refuges, putting our game lands under IRRC, protecting our 2nd Amendment Rights to passing the
Castle Doctrine. We are constantly
countering attempts by anti-huntIF YOU HUNT, FISH, TRAP,
ing and animal rights groups trying
SHOOT, OR JUST ENJOY THE
to curtail our hunting privileges.
Becoming a member of PFSC
OUTDOORS --- YOUR VOICE
could possibly be the single most
NEEDS TO BE HEARD!
important thing you can do to proant to be in the know about hunting,
trapping, fishing and conservation in Penntect hunting, fishing, trapping and
sylvania?
Want to have your voice heard by the deour outdoor heritage. As a memcision-makers in Harrisburg who affect your sport?
ber, you’ll be able to stay abreast
Then become a member of the Pennsylvania Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs. It’s
affordable! Only $25/year. Just fill out and return this coupon to PFSC. As a PFSC
of any introduced anti-gun or huntmember you’ll receive the On Target publication (6 issues/year), representation in
ing regulations or animal rights
PFSC matters through the Member-at-Large Delegate, invitations to attend PFSC
conventions and other functions. Be a part of the action! Be a part of PFSC and let
agendas. If you think such bills
your voice be heard! Join Today!
don’t--or won’t-- happen in PennINDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP
sylvania, you are wrong. We are
$25 annually
currently tracking over 265 bills
Mail form or same information to:
in Pennsylvania that could affect
PFSC, 2426 N 2nd St., Harrisburg, PA 17110
Pennsylvania’s outdoors. BecomMake Checks payable to “PFSC” or pay by credit card
ing a PFSC member is a step in the
NAME: ____________________________________________________________
right direction to ensure the future
of our hunting heritage and 2nd
ADDRESS: _________________________________________________________
Amendment Rights.”
For this important work to conCITY: _________________________________________ STATE: _____________
tinue, we urge YOU to ask your
FRIENDS to JOIN NOW! Courts
ZIP: ___________________ PHONE: ___________________________________
and legislators are becoming inE-MAIL: ___________________________________________________________
creasingly focused on last-minute
actions that can rob your hunting,
( ) Yes, Add me to PFSC's Email News List
fishing, trapping and shooting opportunities.
Visa/Master Card #: ______________________________________
If you are already a PFSC memExp: ________________________ Verification Code: ___________
ber, encourage a friend or family
member to sign up. Together, we
CLUB MEMBERSHIP and other PFSC Membership Categories are Available.
can counter the efforts of powerContact PFSC or Visit our Web Site For More Information About PFSC
ful anti-hunting and animal rights
Phone: 717-232-3480 * Email: info@pfsc.org * Web Site: www.pfsc.org
groups wanting to take away our
***PFSC is Pennsylvania’s NRA-approved Organization
rights and privileges. For more inFor Legislative Affairs***
formation, visit www.pfsc.org

W
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Action on the Hill
Legislative summaries are provided by Pennsylvania Legislative
Services (PLS).  Summaries are a brief explanation of the legislation
and are not to be considered complete.  For complete information, see
the bills as written at: www.legis.state.pa.us   
For Federal legislation: http://thomas.loc.gov
PFSC’s Legislative Pages:  Tracked Legislation & Committee
Reports:  www.pfsc.org (Click on “Legislative Center” Tab)

Legislative Updates
With the Pennsylvania legislature on summer recess, there’s not a whole lot going on at the state capitol.  Of course
this hasn’t stopped the flurry of additional bills being introduced relating to Marcellus Shale drilling and severance
taxes/fees.  We are tracking over 100 environmental bills, and probably 90% are related to oil & gas.

T

he debt ceiling drama & heated frenzy in DC on Capitol Hill is over, at least for now. Congress has adjourned
for their summer break until September 6. This means a considerable amount of unfinished business will be
waiting for Members of Congress upon their return in the fall.
We expect that many of the “dirty water” bills and appropriations proposals, with dangerous policy riders and
serious funding cuts to environmental programs, will be resurrected in some way, shape or form this Fall, whether
in Continuing Resolutions or an Omnibus Funding package.
According to reports, thousands of comments were generated by members of the clean water community! This
show of public support comes as Congress debates legislation that would block EPA and the Army Corps from
moving forward on clarifying which water bodies are protected under the Clean Water Act.

New Legislation Introduced
Game Bills

a firearm under interstate transportation, under the license of another
state unless the Commonwealth and
that state have reciprocal agreements (closes the "Florida Loophole"). Generally allows transportation of the firearm if the firearm is
unloaded and not being carried for a
prohibited purpose.

HB 1642  Staback  In retirement for
state employees and officers, to add
to the definition of “enforcement officer” Game Commission Officers
and other commission law enforcement personnel of the Pennsylvania
Game Commission exercising the
same law enforcement powers as a
Game Commission Officer.
HB 1753   Kortz Stipulating that
an issuing authority may not refuse
HB 1760   Evans, J To authorize to issue a license based on the aphunting on Sunday. The commis- plicant’s inability to complete the
sion shall promulgate regulations.
application form without assistance
if two individuals other than the isFirearm Bills
suing authority attest to completion
HB 1668  Krieger To disallow car- at the direction of the applicant.
rying a firearm without a license Additionally, no licensed importer,
to and from a shooting range, to or licensed manufacturer or licensed
from an appraisal or repair shop, if dealer may refuse to sell or deliver a
one is lawfully licensed to transport firearm based on the inability of the

potential buyer or transferee to complete the application/record without
assistance if two individuals other
than the licensed importer, licensed
manufacturer or licensed dealer attest to completion at the direction of
the potential buyer or transferee.

Conservation Protection
“Conservation means development as much as it does protection. I recognize the right and
duty of this generation to develop
and use the natural resources of
our land; but I do not recognize
the right to waste them, or to rob,
by wasteful use, the generations
that come after us.”
-Theodore Roosevelt, 'The New
Nationalism', speech at Osawatomie, Kansas, 31 Aug 1910

20  PFSC On Target                                                                                                        September/October 2011

US House Approves Energy and Water Funding Bill for Fiscal Year 2012
Washington, Jul 15 - The U.S. House approved H.R. 2354, the fiscal year 2012 Energy, Water, and Related
Agencies Appropriations bill. The legislation provides the annual funding for the various agencies and programs
under the Department of Energy, including the National Nuclear Security Administration, as well as the Army
Corps of Engineers, the Bureau of Reclamation, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, and various regional water
and power authorities.
The legislation totals $30.6 billion – a cut of $5.9 billion below the President’s request and $1 billion below last
year – which brings the total cost of the bill to nearly the 2006 funding level. In addition, the bill provides over $1
billion dollars in emergency funding for the Corps of Engineers to address recent Mississippi River and Missouri
River flood disasters. The funding will be used for flood fighting activities and restoration of flood prevention and
navigation systems.
House Appropriations Chairman Hal Rogers applauded the House for passing the bill:
“This bill is proof that we can make common-sense spending reductions without damaging or impairing the
programs that help keep our country safe and our citizens at work. While providing vital funding for programs that
preserve our public safety, quality of life, economic competitiveness, energy independence and national defense,
this bill abides by the promise that we would cut spending where we can to get our budgets back into balance and
keep us on track toward economic recovery,” Chairman Rogers said.
Energy and Water Development Subcommittee Chairman Rodney Frelinghuysen also welcomed House passage:
"The House should be proud of this bill, which protects our national security and American competitiveness and
innovation and sharpens oversight of the Department of Energy and the agencies under our jurisdiction. And
recognizing the fiscal crisis facing our country, the bill restores funding to levels not seen since 2006, making it
a model of restraint," Frelinghuysen said. "I also commend the House Leadership for returning to regular order.
This week's open and free-wheeling debate reflects well on this House." Final Passage The FY 2012 Energy and
Water Appropriations bill passed on a vote of 219-196.
Republican Appropriations Committee

F

U.S. Senate Stands with NRA in Strongly Opposing U.N. Gun Control Efforts

or nearly 20 years, the NRA
has worked tirelessly to oppose
any United Nations effort to undermine the constitutional rights of
law-abiding American gun owners.
The latest attempt by the U.N. and
global gun banners to eliminate our
Second Amendment freedoms is to
include civilian arms in the current
Arms Trade Treaty (ATT), which
will be finalized next year.
In order for any treaty to take effect, however, it must be ratified by
two-thirds of the U.S. Senate. To
ensure that any ATT that includes
civilian arms is dead on arrival in
the Senate, the NRA has been working to get as many U.S. Senators
as possible to publicly oppose any
ATT that includes restrictions on civilian arms.
As of this morning, 50 members
of the U.S. Senate have signed letters to President Obama and Secretary of State Clinton saying they
will oppose any ATT that includes
info@pfsc.org

civilian firearms ownership. These
strongly worded letters caution the
President and Secretary of State to
uphold the Constitution of the United States. As Senator Jerry Moran's
letter warns, “(A)s the treaty process continues, we strongly encourage your administration to uphold
our constitutional protections of
civilian firearms ownership. These
freedoms are non-negotiable, and
we will oppose ratification of an
Arms Trade Treaty presented to the
Senate that in any way restricts the
rights of law-abiding U.S. citizens
to manufacture, assemble, possess,
transfer or purchase firearms, ammunition and related items.”
Thanking the NRA for our longstanding work on this issue, Senator Moran remarked, "I appreciate
the NRA's partnership on this important effort to defend the rights
of American gun owners. I want to
thank them for their active support
in sending a strong message to the

Obama Administration that our firearm freedoms are not negotiable."
As we have for nearly two decades, the NRA will continue to
fight against any U.N. treaty that
undermines the constitutional rights
of American gun owners. These
letters send a clear message to the
international bureaucrats who want
to eliminate our fundamental, individual right to keep and bear arms.
Clearly, a U.N. ATT that includes
civilian arms within its scope is not
supported by the American people
or their elected U.S. Senators. We
are grateful to Senator Moran, Senator Jon Tester, and all members
of the Senate who have chosen to
stand on the side of America's 80
million gun owners in opposition
to those who want to eliminate our
freedoms. And thank you as well to
those NRA members who contacted
their Senators and encouraged them
to support this critical effort.
NRA/ILA
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A

Member at Large
Les Haas

t the June board meeting I announced my resignation as Member-atLarge Delegate, to become effective at the close of the Sunday general
session at this fall's convention.
Seven years ago I took my election as a mandate to represent all the individual members of the PFSC. Now, seven years later, I've come to the conclusion that on average, less than twelve of you care enough about what goes
on in our state in regards to hunting, fishing and conservation, to voice your
concerns through me to the PFSC and in turn your elected governmental
representatives. I find that sad and appalling!
In past issues of On Target, I've done everything short of telling you where
and what the bear does in the buckwheat, to generate interest and response,
to no avail!
I've met some great people...and some not so great! Some who give unceasingly and unselfishly. Some with
personal agendas and egos as big as all outdoors! To those of you in the first category, may your passion for our
resources never fail!
Saying thanks is easy because as I said, there are about a dozen of you. The Elk County Federation reimbursed
me for two convention expenses. I thank them for that. Thanks to those who did take the time to contact me and
express your opinions. In no particular order -- Barry, Brian, Andy, Marilyn, Jan & Gary, Kathy, Bob, Jen, Dave,
Ron & Dar, and Mary -- that's the hard core faithful. Others voiced their concerns through club membership, I
realize that.
God’s Speed. I'm Going Fishin'!
If you are interested in the Member-at-Large position, please contact PFSC President Ted Onufrak at:
tonufrak@uplink.net or the state office.

NSSF Awards $435,000 in Grants to Shooting Ranges
NEWTOWN, Conn. -- With interest growing nationwide in target shooting and owning firearms for home and
personal defense, the need for top-notch shooting ranges has never been greater. Recognizing this, the National
Shooting Sports Foundation, the trade association for the firearms, ammunition, hunting and shooting sports industry, has awarded $435,000 in grants to 22 ranges to develop programs that put more people on the firing line.
The NSSF Range Grant Program assists qualifying shooting ranges in their efforts to introduce newcomers, reactivate lapsed shooters, encourage active shooters to try another shooting discipline, and that promote the enjoyment of the shooting sports to people of all ages. Projects such as physical improvements to facilities not essential
to the operation of the range are not eligible for grants.
"We saw a lot of growth in the applications for range grants this year," said Melissa Schilling, NSSF manager
of recruitment and retention. "We believe range operators nationwide are beginning to understand what a great
opportunity this is to help get an idea that will be good for their business and the shooting sports off the ground."
NSSF received 64 proposals requesting $2.8 million in grants--an all-time high for the program. Launched in
2008, the NSSF Range Grant Program has awarded funding to 46 ranges totaling $1.17 million to date.
Schilling explained that a priority of the program is to highlight "models of success," so that grant-assisted initiatives that have been successful at the piloting range can be adopted by other facilities to build more participation,
customers and profits. Case studies of programs that have received funding in prior years are available for review
at www.nssf.org/shooting/grants.
Shooting facilities in Pennsylvania that received 2011 grants:
• Herminie #2 Game Association, West Newton, PA
• Jentoe Corp.-A&S Indoor Pistol Range, Youngwood, PA
• Pocono Pistol Club, Stroudsburg, PA
NSSF
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IS PFSC MEMBERSHIP/SPONSORSHIP
RIGHT FOR YOUR
BUSINESS OR CORPORATION?
PFSC is proud to offer
businesses and corporations
the opportunity to join the PFSC family.

Support PFSC and gain benefits
for your business.

PFSC Membership
Numbers
246clubs
6 State-wide organizations
476 Individual members
22 E-Members
31 Contributing members
341 Life Members
18 Next Generation Members
Representing over 73,000
sportsmen and women

Get your logo and link on the PFSC website, be
listed in On Target, and get a membership
certificate to display in your business.
Become a Corporate Member
And We’ll Spotlight Your Business
Gold Corporate Level ------ $5,000 - $10,000
Silver Corporate Level ------ $3,000 - $4,999
Bronze Corporate Level ---- $750 - $2,999
Business Associate Level ---- $350 - $749
Friend of PFSC -------------- $200 - $349
Contact the PFSC office for more details or visit www.pfsc.org

Firearms Accidents are at an
All-time Low

No one blames "our nation as a whole" for
the tragic accidents that claim the lives of
children, and adults, involving automobiles,
swimming pools, poisonings, suffocations
and falls, all of which rank far higher than
firearms as causes ("Collateral damage," July
25). In fact, less than 1 percent of fatal accidents in the home are the result of firearms,
according to the National Safety Council.
Let's not demonize firearms or lawful firearms owners. Let's instead remind the public
that such accidents are rare and can be prevented by taking steps to ensure that guns
cannot be accessed by children or other unauthorized persons. Place unloaded guns in
locked storage. Store ammunition in a locked
location separate from firearms. If a gun is
kept in the home for protection, make sure
only authorized persons can access it. Quickaccess lock boxes are suitable for this. NSSF

PFSC Corporate Partners
Gold Members
Keystone Energy Forum

www.keystoneenergyforum.com

Range Resources

www.myrangeresources.com

Silver Members
US Sportsmen’s Alliance
www.ussportsmen.org/

Bronze Members
Penn’s Cave & Wildlife Park
www.pennscave.com

ADMINISTRATION TO PROPOSE STEPS ON GUN SAFETY
USA Today reported that the Obama Administration is preparing to propose "new steps on gun safety." This follows another story in which the Washington Post reported that President Obama recently discussed his administration's intentions concerning gun control with Jim and Sarah Brady, founders of the anti-gun Brady Campaign
to Prevent Gun Violence. According to that story, the president volunteered: "I just want you to know that we are
working on it (gun control). We have to go through a few processes, but under the radar."
info@pfsc.org
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Working Together to Benefit Wildlife
By Bruce Snyder
Senior Regulatory Compliance Specialist
Range Resources-Appalachia, LLC

B

y now, many of us have heard
of Marcellus shale or natural
gas drilling in Pennsylvania at
the very least. But there’s a lot of
things you might not have heard
about natural gas.
The company I work for, Range
Resources, drilled the very first
Marcellus well in 2004. But we’ve
worked in Pennsylvania for about
30 years, operating thousands of
oil and gas wells. But those wells
were drilled in areas of the state
that have hosted drilling for a century and produced small volumes
of oil and gas.
This is a new world. Experts
now believe that we may sit atop
the largest deposit of clean-burning natural gas in the nation and
maybe even the world, called the
Marcellus Shale. You may not
know, but in parts of the state the
Marcellus sits between deposits
known as the Upper Devonian and
Utica shales that also are believed
to have incredible supplies of natural gas. With these discoveries
and technological advancements
will come great opportunities as
well as challenges for the Commonwealth.
Range recently became a corporate sponsor of the Pennsylvania
Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs.
We’re proud of this partnership
not only because so many of our

employees are avid outdoorsmen and
women, but we have business relationships with sportsmen’s clubs across
Pennsylvania.
I don’t think anyone envisioned perhaps how big natural gas development
would become in Pennsylvania in such
a short period of time. Those of us who
Deer browsing near
work in this industry also realize the
a gas wellhead sign
sensitivities of what previous indussite reclamation. We need those
tries have done in Pennsylvania.
I believe wildlife will benefit most if of us who love the outdoors and
industry and organizations like PFSC who work for or with the natural
gas industry to ensure we continue
can work together.
Many in our industry, especially those with this trend.
This type of work is not new just
working out in the field, have a strong
attachment to the outdoors. Many hunt because of the Marcellus. Durand fish. Some of the guys that have ing my 20 years with the oil and
traveled throughout their careers have gas industry in Pennsylvania I’ve
some great stories about hunting and planted evergreens on a well pad
with Boy Scouts, helped landownfishing in some pretty exotic places.
With that strong outdoor ethic among ers clear food plots while we had
their employees, companies are in- equipment on site, and planted
volved with various conservation orga- apple trees along access roads.
Sometimes little things can make
nizations on a local, state and national
a difference. We had a consulting
level.
At Range, in addition to our corporate forester appraising a stand of timsponsorship of the Federation, we’re ber so we could pay the landowner
also a corporate sponsor of the Ruffed the cost of the trees to be removed.
Grouse Society and we’ve joined the The forester found a turkey nest
National Wild Turkey Federation’s with about a dozen eggs in it. I
“Energy for Wildlife” Program. Com- called the wildlife biologist we
panies who join that program commit use for PNDI issues (he knows a
to working with NWTF on habitat im- lot about turkeys) and he gave me
a range of probable hatch dates.
provement projects.
We rescheduled a few things and
The NWTF project is one of three
habitat improvement projects that I’m didn’t move the logging equipcurrently working on. In addition to ment in until after the turkeys
the project with NWTF, there’s also a hatched.
Another time, I found out the
streambank improvement project in the
works and by the time you read this we Game Commission knew of a rawill have probably already completed a dio collared bear that was hiberhabitat project with the Ruffed Grouse nating right next to a constructed
well site that hadn’t been drilled
Society and the Game Commission.
That’s a few examples from one yet. The PGC biologist was concompany. Multiply that by the 40 or so cerned what would happen if
companies operating in the Marcellus someone tried to move equipment
on to that pad.
and it starts to add up.
I contacted the company who
Range is also involved with indusbuilt
the pad, they changed their
try
organizations
at
both
the
state
and
A reclaimed pad in Lycoming
national level that are looking for con- schedule and stayed away from
County. The wellhead is just off servation groups to partner with on that pad until the bear came out of
to the left of the picture.
issues such as habitat creation during hibernation and had moved off.
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Those little things don’t get
mentioned in the media, not that
they should, but they are happening.
Sometimes the benefits to wildlife aren’t as obvious as those
discussed above. The previous
issue of “On Target” had an article explaining the Federation’s
support of regulations designed
to reduce mercury emissions from
power plants. There are no mercury emissions from natural gas
combustion. Using more natural

A porcupine enjoying a
reclaimed field with a wellhead
in the background

gas for power generation would reduce
overall mercury emissions.
We also recognize that we only have
one chance to get this right. We often
hear of the “what if” scenarios associated with natural gas development, but
we rarely hear about what we’ve done.
Federal agencies indicate that on a
btu basis, shale gas development actually requires far less energy than any
other major source of energy.
The Susquehanna River Basin Commission and the Department of Environmental Protection indicate that
even if we triple our peak consumptive
water usage, the Marcellus still only
makes up about half of one-percent of
our state’s annual water usage.
In fact, we could complete 100,000
Marcellus wells using only one-third
of one-percent of the water in Lake
Erie, while providing enough energy
for millions of homes or more energy
than what’s locked in Alaska or in most
other countries combined.
Pennsylvania is consistently ranked
among the very top in terms of oil and
gas regulations by independent agencies. We lead the nation in water recycling with many companies recycling

nearly all of their water and with
no water being introduced into
waterways unless it meets or exceed drinking water standards.
Many companies such as Range,
now use nearly an entirely foodgrade fluid for hydraulic fracturing and observe “green” completions whenever possible. We’re
also working with conservation
groups to minimize potential forest defragmentation and the usage
of best available control technologies to limit and eliminate potential air emissions.
If we continue down this path
of partnership and evolving best
practices, the Commonwealth
will be far better off because of
the Marcellus.
I see lots of opportunities for the
Marcellus industry and organizations such as the Pennsylvania
Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs
to work together to benefit wildlife in the years to come.
We both have a responsibility
to the wildlife and to future generations of sportsmen to get this
right.

Fishing Tournaments Popular Among Anglers

FERNANDINA BEACH, Fla. — When anglers were asked in a recent survey
if they participated in fishing tournaments, it was discovered that for every one
competing professional angler there are roughly nine fishermen who compete at least occasionally in amateur
tournaments. The Angler Survey results indicate tournament fishing is a popular activity among some sportsmen.
Among those anglers who reported competing in tournaments in the past year, for every full or part-time angler
that competes at the professional level, there are approximately three anglers who compete regularly in amateur
tournaments and just over six who do it at least occasionally. Local contests have the most participants and are
the most participated in, probably because they are easier for more anglers to access, with 72.7 percent of tournament anglers citing their involvement in them. Thirty-five percent of all pro and amateur tournament competitors
participated in regional (within state) events, 17.5 percent in state events, 14.5 percent at regional (multi-state)
tournaments and only 10.1 percent in national events.
“Fishing tournaments are a great way for anglers at every skill level to compete and have a lot of fun. Looking at
some of the more storied tournaments held around the country, purse winnings can be quite large for some of these
events, which I am sure is a big draw for many anglers,” said Rob Southwick, president of Southwick Associates,
which designs and conducts the surveys at HunterSurvey.com, ShooterSurvey.com and AnglerSurvey.com.

Wind Energy
The United States added enough wind energy in the first half of the year to power more
than 320,000 homes, 72 percent more than was installed in the first half of 2010. The
American Wind Energy Association (AWEA) also reports that wind power provided 20
percent of all of Iowa electricity between this January and April, and Texas wind farms
were helping ensure a reliable electricity supply in the midst of the drought. AWEA cautions however that this growth and the clean energy jobs wind power creates are at risk
unless Congress renews the Production Tax Credit expiring in 2012.
info@pfsc.org
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PA Wild Turkey Management by the Book – Part 3

By Don Heckman, PA Chapter NWTF Executive Officer, PFSC Life Member

Reference Fall Turkey Hunting Season Dates, Wild Turkey Management, Wild Turkey Research - PGC “Management Plan For Wild Turkeys In Pennsylvania”, Section IV,
Wild Turkey Populations

T

he PGC Board of Commissioners adopted Season and Bag
Limits regulation changes on April
19, 2011 to go back to traditional
opening of the fall turkey hunting
season on the last Saturday of October for 2011. Review your 20112012 “PGC Hunting & Trapping
Digest” to get the complete list of
start and end dates for the 2011 Fall
Turkey Hunting Season.
Hen Harvest Rate Study Area 1
and Study Area 2 WMU’s are intact
and Study is currently scheduled
to run 3 more years through 2013.
Both short term and long term impacts on the Hen Harvest Rate Research Study are now back on track
for 2011 to be reviewed yearly so
the research study data will not be
jeopardized.
With Fall 2010 turkey hunting
season now behind us the real questions continue to be asked, what fall
season framework will be recommended by PGC BWM after the
study is completed and research
data is fully documented, analyzed,
and reported? And with or without
Thanksgiving Day, Friday, and Saturday turkey hunting?
That's one reason PGC is conducting a 4 year hen harvest rate
research study. Their research data
will provide answers to these questions by acquiring hen harvest rate
data under the current fall seasons,
then changing fall season lengths
during the study to see how harvest
rates change in relation to season
length. PGC Commissioners can
not be changing fall turkey hunting season lengths during the course
of research projects. I believe that
reasoning has now been fully recognized and will continue to be followed throughout the study.
To me that means continuing

the traditional 3 weeks, 2 weeks,
1 week, or closed fall turkey seasons according to turkey population
trends in each WMU. With the introduction of turkey management
areas (TMAs) in 1981-1983, followed by the new wildlife management unit structure being adopted
in 2003, that is 28 years of doing it
right by the book, Resource First,
wild turkey management.
The 2010 fall turkey hunting seasons were changed for 2011 reverting back to the traditional structure, except with the continuation
of Thanksgiving Day, Friday, and
Saturday. I believe that decision
to change back to traditional fall
seasons was absolutely the correct
decision for Commissioners to get
wild turkey management by the
book back into the “Management
Plan For Wild Turkeys In Pennsylvania”, PAGE ii, EXECUTIVE
SUMMARY.
I also firmly believe the larger
wild turkey management picture is
obtained through the wild turkey
population model by using constant
and controlled wildlife management
units, actual field data for monitoring population trends, continued updates to current information, charts
and graphs, and using all this to
document future management planning.
Pennsylvania’s wild turkey management improved immensely from
1958 to present. I start with 1958
because that is the 50+ years I am
familiar with and have been provided invaluable wild turkey management information, articles, and been
around long enough to remember
my discussions with PGC Biologists
Roger Latham, Jerry Wunz, Arnie
Hayden during the building days,
and then Bill Drake, Mary Jo Ca-

salena,
and Bob
Eriksen
up to the
completion of the restoration days.
From the mid 1960's to spring 2010
wild turkey state-wide populations,
wild turkey management, and turkey hunting opportunities have
steadily improved due to PGC professional based management decisions for the wild turkey resource.
Just look at the estimated statewide
population density chart from 1960
to 2010 as one of many documented data proofs. Add in wild turkey
harvests, and turkey hunter numbers and you have the basis for the
next 40 years of Resource First wild
turkey management and not social
management.
Wild turkey management decisions and turkey hunting improvements have been well received and
well managed in the Commonwealth from spring season 1968
(when spring hunting re-opened) to
spring season 2011. My personal
thank you and I would believe a
state-wide chorus of thank you to
PGC, their 6 Regions for providing the best wildlife management,
wildlife habitat, wildlife protection,
information/education, and automated technology services and administrative support they can do.
I personally believe that proof
has been well documented and displayed to the public through PGC
articles in “Game News”, “Hunting and Trapping Digest”, News
Releases, PGC web site, and many
technical presentations. And I personally have written several articles
in “PA Turkey Talk” over the past 10
years detailing the facts that not one
PGC state-wide wild turkey management decision can be document-
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ed in those 40+ years as providing a
negative or disruptive impact on the
state-wide wild turkey populations.
NOT ONE!
I tip my camo hat to Pennsylvania Game Commission, as I have
done many times in my 36+ years
with Pennsylvania Chapter National
Wild Turkey Federation, for their
successful wild turkey management
planning and accomplishments.
Now, just think how much better
the future of wild turkey management and turkey hunting will be in
the next 40+ years if the PGC “Management Plan For Wild Turkeys In
Pennsylvania” is completely followed and fully funded to provide
better and up to date wild turkey
management data and information.
This focus is spread across all aspects of wild turkey and wildlife
management planning including adequate funding for: improved wildlife habitat management, improving
turkey hunting safety education,
improving wildlife protection opportunities, and hunter information
& education opportunities.
The Hen Harvest Rate Research
Study actually was conceived years
ago and proposed back around
2008, mid way through the 4 year
Gobbler Leg Band Research Study.
The Statewide Gobbler Leg Band
Study ended in 2009, and Hen Harvest Rate Study started in 2010. Hen
Harvest Rate Study is not statewide
and involves WMU's 2C, 2E, 4A,
4B and 4D in Study Area 1, and
WMU’s 2F and 2G in Study Area 2.
I had hoped the Hen Harvest Rate
Study would have been a statewide
project with WMU's in all 6 PGC
Regions selected. Since that did
not happen, I asked about WMUs
in the Northeast PA be included in
the Study. PGC had an opportunity
to add a Study Area 3 but could not
due to lack of adequate research
project funding beyond these two
study areas.
Maybe when the next rounds of
info@pfsc.org

wild turkey research studies are
planned and scheduled more WMUs
can be added to a very important
wild turkey management key goal
– improve documenting statewide
survival and harvest rates. Maybe
a better plan to estimate statewide
wild turkey population densities
can be defined and utilized. Possibly Northeast Study Area 3 and
Southwest Study Area 4 could be
done after 2016 when the next revision of PGC “Management Plan
For Wild Turkeys In Pennsylvania”
is scheduled for signing.
I was there in June 1975, 1985,
1995, 2005, and still in 2011, involved with PA Chapter NWTF
Board helping understand and making recommendations to PGC to
improve wild turkey management,
even starting and running a wild
turkey task force back in 1996, supporting habitat management funding on Game Lands, while doing
what PANWTF could do for turkey
hunting safety given the opportunities, and keeping a constant, almost
weekly vigil on spring turkey hunter orange to be finally rescinded
and regulated for turkey hunter’s
choice.
Many of today's youth hunters
will be adult hunters by 2035 and
my hope is they will be hunting
statewide wild turkey flocks numbering in the 450,000-500,000 range
compared to the current 360,000.
However without increased PGC
funding, additional documented
research data, improved information database, updated wild turkey
population model, improving supporting indices, and nominal fee ($3
or $5) spring and fall turkey hunting
licenses, my worst fear is wild turkey management and research projects will fall into the same funding
problem as between 1975 - 2005.
Many of us have witnessed and
hunted the greatest 25 year history
of statewide wild turkey population growth in wild turkey manage-

ment history thanks to the PGC, and
their wild turkey biologists, and the
support from NWTF, PA Chapter
NWTF, and our Local Chapters.
Will 2011-2024 and 2025-2049
continue that historic trending for
wild turkey management and turkey
hunting?
A lot has been completed for wild
turkey management and turkey
hunting as I documented in my PA
Turkey Talk article, Summer Issue 2007 on accomplishments and
achievements article between 1958
and 2007; and revised and updated
October 2009. In fact my article
documents 52 major PGC and PANWTF accomplishments. Plus there
are another 15+ that were not done
and another 25+ that will need to
have answers so PGC does not miss
any wild turkey management and
turkey hunting opportunities over
the next 40 years.
When PGC completed and implemented the "Management Plan For
Wild Turkeys In Pennsylvania"
back in 1999, the opportunity to begin to reach out to 2049 was clearly
documented using proven sound
scientific wildlife management principles as the foundation. I hope by
making management plan revisions
every 10 years, as management data
and regulation changes are implemented, future Wild Turkey Management By the Book articles will
be written to document new successes accomplished and challenges
that were overcome.
If I come across as wanting icing
on my 4 layer cake, and not settling for just one layer, absolutely
so be it! After all Pennsylvania
Chapter NWTF from day one, June
1975, has stood up for RESOURCE
FIRST, PENNSYLVANIA WILD
TURKEY MANAGEMENT DONE
RIGHT - BY THE BOOK. I tip my
Camo hat to all of you, past and
present members, that support that
idea with me. Thank You. THINK
SAFETY – HUNT SAFELY.
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Next Generation

F

or a week this past June, I was
fortunate enough to join sixteen
other teenagers in an amazing outdoor experience.
We attended the Wildlife Leadership Academy’s Pennsylvania
Drummers Field School, a five day
camp where we studied the ruffed
grouse and its habits, habitat, and
anatomy. The program is sponsored
by the Pennsylvania Institute for
Conservation Education (PICE).
The camp was held at Powdermill
Nature Reserve, near Ligonier, PA.
The Reserve, a branch of the Carnegie Museum of Pittsburgh, has been
a bird banding station for fifty years.
Research and conservation projects are conducted there as well.
It is an impressive facility, and the
Laurel Highlands are one of Pennsylvania’s most beautiful areas.
Campers ranged in age from fourteen to seventeen, and came from
almost every section of the state.
Many of us are hunters, but all of us
have an interest in preserving wildlife and our state’s natural resources.
Program Director Michelle Kittell, along with a panel of experts
and guest speakers, kept us busy
with a week packed with information and activities.

The “Feathered Fury” team participates in a team building activity.
The object is to stack the cans on top
of each other—without talking to
your teammates!

Wildlife Leadership Accademy’s
Pennsylvania Drummers Field School
By Garrett Pensak, Centre Co.

I knew a little bit about the ruffed
grouse before I began the camp,
but I was amazed at the amount of
information that I learned in just a
few days. I compare the camp to an
intensive biology class, only more
fun!
Much of our education took place
in the field, investigating “hot spots”
where the birds may nest or drum.
Dissecting the grouse was my favorite activity of the week—being able
to examine the bird’s digestive tract
and see how it utilizes the crop is
proof of nature’s complexity.
Ruffed grouse management and
preservation were also critical subjects of our education, taught to us
by Linda Ordiway of the PA Ruffed
Grouse Society. By learning to use
technology such as transmitters, we
are now better able to understand the
process of tracking and studying our
state bird.
Each day we researched a different plant, and studied its benefit to
the grouse. We also tried our hand at
bird banding, received lessons in nature photography, public speaking,
trap shooting, and watched a demonstration on training bird dogs.
Campers also participated in a
town meeting exercise discussing
the Marcellus Shale and its impact
on the environment and wildlife.
And if all that were not enough to
keep us busy, we bonded during daily team building exercises.
Along with journaling each day,
each camper assembled a trifold
showcasing their knowledge of the
ruffed grouse, and each team created
a Powerpoint presentation.

2011 PA Drummers Field School
participants with Joe Camissa, a
bird dog trainer, and his English
Pointer, Vinnie.

A unique feature of the camp is
the Academy’s requirement that we
complete at least three Outreach
Activities within the year. These
activities fall under four categories: education, media, service, and
art. I think this is a great idea, as
the Academy’s purpose is not just to
teach us about nature, but to develop each camper’s communication
and leadership skills.
By the end of the week I was exhausted, but excited to share the experiences and knowledge I learned
at this unique field school. Not only
did I learn a lot about the ruffed
grouse, but I also gained more confidence and challenged myself.
Many thanks go to Ms. Kittell and
her staff for giving us this terrific
opportunity. As well, we appreciate
the PA Game Commission, Ruffed
Grouse Society, Purina, and the PA
Outdoor Writers Association for
their support of the program.
PICE also holds a Bucktail Field
School, and next year they will be
adding one for brook trout. This is
a valuable experience for any teenager with an interest in the outdoors

Have an interesting story or article written by, or about our next
generation youth?  Send it to editor@pfsc.org
If we run an article written by a youth, we’ll give them a free
year’s Next Generation membership.
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and wildlife.
If you know anyone interested
in attending next year’s programs,
please contact Michelle Kittell at:
mkittell@piceweb.org for more information.
The knowledge I gained from
Field School will not only benefit
me in the outdoors, but in many
other aspects of my life, and I am
grateful for having the opportunity
to participate.
Garret Pensak
Continued from Page 32
Pennsylvania Bucktails
its fifth year.
In A Sand County Almanac, Aldo
Leopold wrote that there was a need
for a "new ethic", an "ethic dealing
with man's relation to land and to
the animals and plants which grow
upon it". This is a program that
would make Leopold proud; as each
of the youth develop a land ethic.
Leopold states the basic principle
of his land ethic as, "A thing is right
when it tends to preserve the integrity, stability, and beauty of the biotic community. It is wrong when it
tends otherwise."
The QDMA Pennsylvania State
Directors that assisted in bringing
the land ethic to these incredibly
bright youth were Tim Smail, Rick
Watts, Gary Lewis, Scott Rushe,
Jeff Krause and Kathy Davis; some
of whom spent the entire five days
at the field school and survived on
very little sleep!
When asked why they would put
so much effort in a camp like this;
one phrase summed it up well, “We
hold the future in our hands”.
WLA Student Comments
Briana Jimenez from Lehigh Co.:
WLA is an eye opening and life
changing program. It prepares and
encourages its students to become
ambassadors of wildlife conservation. It can also in many cases be
info@pfsc.org

I'm under age 21 and I want to be
a member of

PFSC’s
NEXT GENERATION
Of Sportsmen/Women!

Dr. Cottrell discusses the Ruffed
Grouse tail feathers.
Characteristics of these feathers are
used for sexing the grouse.

a deciding factor in whether or not
one wants to pursue a career that involves wildlife or conservation.
You learn more than many will
learn in a lifetime about whitetailed deer and conservation in just
five days. You also get to meet lots
of new people that share some of the
same interests, and form bonds that
may last for the rest of your life.
The instructors are just so passionate about what they do and they
make all the hard work worthwhile.
You have the opportunity to talk
to each instructor on such a personal
level, ask questions, and hear about
their numerous accomplishments.
It’s truly empowering! The team
leaders and assistant team leaders are wonderful, pushing the students and keeping their confidence
up. In addition there are various
team building activities that are extremely fun and help you bond with
your teammates, as well as the other
students, while teaching leadership
skills and lessons of conservation.
Before going to WLA, I absolutely
hated hunters. I had a very negative
opinion that anyone who could even
think of hunting, but after meeting
so many amazing people that were
hunters, and becoming educated on
the importance of hunting, I began
to appreciate and understand that
hunting is indeed a necessity in
order to conserve our wildlife and
natural resources.

Here's my membership info and a
check to PFSC for $10.
P.S. to adults:
Next Generation Membership makes a
great gift to youths on your shopping
list - Join Today!!

Name: ____________________
Address: __________________
City: __________ State: ____
Zipcode ______
Date of birth __________
E-mail: ___________________
Send form or same information
and $10 check to:
PFSC / Next Generation
2426 N. Second St.
Harrisburg, PA 17110
I’m from the suburbs so being surrounded by wilderness for a week
was incredible! I fell in love with
our environment and when it came
time to go home, I didn’t want to
leave.
I’m beyond excited to do my outreach projects and share all the info
I have learned while spreading the
word about the Wildlife Leadership
Academy. I’d recommend this program to anyone who has any interest in wildlife and conservation as I
can almost guarantee they will not
regret it.
Tyler Schoonover had this to say:
My favorite parts of the camp
were the hands on parts. It was really fun when we were able to shoot
at Scotia. I had trouble shooting the
clay pigeons at first, but after a few
shots, I got the hang of it. I also enjoyed when we had the opportunity
Continued Page 31
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PFSC Statewide Organization Spotlight
Since 1985
Enjoy a SAFE and SUCCESSFUL
$5.1 Million has been
turkey season... raised and spent by

Pennsylvania chapters on
projects within the state.

Please be sure you

JAKES
Spent over $315,000 to introduce youth to outdoor activities, conservation and hunting.
Women in the Outdoors
Women in the Outdoors
Spent
$108,499
on
programs,
materials
Spent over $109,000
on programs, materials and equipand equipment to introduce women to
the outdoors, hunting
and
conservation.
ment
to
introduce
women to the outdoors,
Conducted 238 Women in the Outdoors
events throughout
the
state.
hunting and conservation by holding Women in the
Wheelin S
p o r t s m eevents
n
Outdoors
throughout the state.
JAKES

Spent $311,304 to introduce youth to
outdoor activities, conservation and
hunting. Sponsored 358 JAKES
Conservation Field Days throughout
the state.

Habitat Enhancement
Spent over $2.6M on habitat improvement projects.
Habitat enhancement projects have impacted more
than 273,068 acres within the state.
Projects were completed on Allegheny National
Forest,
PA Game Lands, DCNR State Forests and
Habitat Enhancement
Parks, and
otherimprovement
public hunting
Spent $2,590,466
on habitat
projects. grounds.

Spent $19,250 to provide opportunities
for the disabled to participate in outdoor
activities and learn about wildlife
conservation. Conducted 19 Wheelin’
Sportsmen events.

Wheelin Sportsmen
Spent over $19,250 to provide opportunities for the
in outdoor activities and learn
H u ndisabled
t i n g H eto
r i participate
tage
Spent $224,890 to protect and promote
about wildlife conservation.
the hunting tradition including
contributions to the U.S. Sportsmen’s
Alliance and the National
Shooting Youth Hunting Program
Mentored
Sports Foundation.
• maintenance and development of brood habitat
The Pennsylvania State Chapter has long supported
• wildlife openings
Education
Land Purchase
• prescribed burning
initiatives
to attract
Spent
$318,150
to purchase
27,594 more young hunters and preserve
• tree planting
over $370,000 on educational programs and acres of land or conservation
•Spent
riparian restoration
thetotradition
of habitat
turkey hunting with programs like the
preserve wildlife
•literature
water development
projects scholarships, education boxes, easements
including
and provide additional hunting areas.
• control of invasive plant species
Mentored
Youth Hunting Program.
• support for seed4-H
subsidy
and conservation
seed programs
and
teacher workshops.
Spent over $79,000 on educational projects for
volunteers and professionals.

Habitat enhancement projects have impacted
more than 273,068 acres within the state.
• 12,068 acres of wildlife openings created
• 5 acres of prescribed burning
Projects were completed on Allegheny National Forest, PA Game Lands,
DCNR State Forests and Parks, and other public hunting grounds

Research

Land Purchase
Spent over $320,000 to purchase 27,594 acres of land
or conservation easements to preserve wildlife habitat
and provide additional hunting areas.

Spent $98,069 on wild turkey research.
Purchased equipment related to research
such as radio telemetry equipment.
• supported the current statewide gobbler
banding project, designed to provide more
reliable data on gobbler harvest rates
and survival
• purchased turkey bait, trapping supplies,
rocket nets and rocket charges for the
Game Commission trapping teams to use
• supplied telemetry trasmitters and helped
cover payment of the field staff for a study
of hen survival and productivity in Michaux
State Forest and surounding areas (WMU 5A)
between 1999 and 2001

Working not only for the wild turkey,
but also for you.

Hunter Safety
to support hunter safety classes
Spent $363,344 on educational programs and literature including
Research
scholarships,
education boxes,
4-H and
teacher
workshops.
and initiatives
within
the
state.
• Awarded 255 scholarships.
Spent
over
$99,000
on wild turkey research.
Purchased
hunter
safety
materials
and
• Donated more than 981 education boxes to area schools
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$79,009
on
educational
projects
for
volunteers
and
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equipment
related
to research such as
equipment,
including interactive shooting
professionals including:
This
safety
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Chapter
• Volunteer leadership workshops
radio telemetry equipment.
systems.
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• Wild Turkey
Woodlands
field days
of theM
National
Turkey
Hunting
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Spent $23,960 on wild turkey management.
• Purchased 90 educational CD-ROMs
• hunter success and satisfaction surveysManagement
• State newsletter:
Pennsylvania Turkey
Talk
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to protect
• completion of wild turkey management plans
• State website: www.panwtf.org
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$24,000 on wild turkey management.
• support ofiSpent
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promote
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Hunter Safety
usr FUTURE
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o
R
e
w
a
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d
Spent
$257,299
to support hunter
safety classes and initiatives
tradition
including
contribuSpent $9,587 to protect wild turkeys and
within the state. Purchased hunter safety materials and
I’d like to join the
National
Wild Turkey
Federation,
a non-profit
organization dedicated to the conservation of the wild
other
wildlife
through
support
of state
equipment,
shooting systems.
tions to including
the U.S.interactive
Sportsmen’s
sponsoredof reward
programs,
printing also enrolls me in my state and local chapters.
turkey and the preservation
the hunting
tradition. Thisthe
membership
of reward signs and reward payments.
M Alliance
e n t o r e dand
Y o the
u t hNational
Hunting Program
The Pennsylvania State Chapter has long supported initiatives to attract
Name: (please print)_____________________________________________________________________
❏
Sponsor
Member:
$235
more
young hunters
andFoundation.
preserve the tradition of turkey hunting.
Shooting
Sports
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________
We helped to create the special youth spring gobbler hunting season and our

E d u cover
a t i o$260,000
n
Spent

Yes!

s our
Your support toward quets
an
Hunting Heritage B !
makes it happen

❏ Regular
Member:
$30player
members are dedicated to “taking a kid hunting”. The NWTF
has been
a major
______________________________________________________________________________________
in the Families Afield Program, a coalition of organizations
encouraging
states
to $30
❏
Women
in
the
Outdoors:
become more “hunter friendly”. Families Afield legislation was passed in 2006
City: ________________________________________ State: ________Zip: ______________________
creating a Mentored Youth Hunting Program in the Commonwealth
so
that
❏ JAKES Member (ages 12 & under): $10
youngsters below the age of 12 can hunt under the close direction of a mentor.
Members of our chapter served on the committee that helped
to assure
❏ Xtreme
JAKESthe
Member (ages 13 - 17): $10 Phone: ___________________________ Email: ____________________________________________
success of that legislation. Now our local chapters are expanding their
participation in youth hunting initiatives by encouraging members
❏ MC ❏ V ❏ AmEx ❏ Dis Credit Card #: _________________________ Exp. Date: __________
❏ Wheelin’toSportsmen Member: $30
become mentors and supporting regulations to make sure spring
Revised 4/09
gobbler hunting was included as a mentored youth hunting activity.
Mail this complete application to: Carl Mowry, 288 Crisswell Road, Butler, PA 16002

Rewards
Spent over $10,000 to protect
wild turkeys and other wildlife
through support of state
sponsored reward programs,
the printing of reward signs and
reward payments.

www.nwtf.org

724-283-5708 • cmowry@nwtf.net

www.panwtf.org

❏ Please check here if you are interested in being involved with or would like information about a local NWTF chapter.
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Continued from Page 29
Bucktails Student Comments
to use the telemetry equipment. Everything at the camp was enjoyable.
It’s hard to pick just one thing. I had
fun just being able to go to WLA.
Sunny Huang of Bucks County,
near Philadelphia wrote:
I’ve been to many camps through
the years. Some were fun, and some
attempted to be both fun and educational, but the latter usually didn’t
work out. I began to have my doubts
about these so-called “educational”
camps, and before my senior year, I
gave them one last try, and attended Wildlife Leadership Academy:
Bucktails. And by far, it was the
most fun I’ve ever had at a camp.
WLA combines fun and education
so seamlessly well that you don’t
even know where one ends and the
other begins. What would take several weeks, or perhaps even months
to cover in a regular school curriculum is jam packed into five intensive days.
It’s tough (and I’m speaking from
experience: less than five hours of
sleep a night for four straight days
isn’t a walk in the park), but it’s

more than worthwhile. Students gain
insight into the lives
of wildlife biologists and the world
of
environmental
science and conservation, obtain a
firsthand experience
with
white-tailed
deer (literally a firsthand experience-live autopsies and
dissections), hunting, tracking, wild- What Deer Eat: Students rotate between four stations
life
management, to learn about deer anatomy and physiology. At the
identifying plants, station seen in the photo students get a close up look
photography...and at a stomach as Kip Adams, REACH Director for the
that’s only listing a QDMA, teaches about the digestive system of a whitefew. (I would go on, tailed deer, students also get a hands-on look at idenbut the detail would tifying the actual plants in the stomach.
probably cover an
enormous expanse
long jaws and why others didn’t. He
of pages.)
later pointed out to me my strengths,
But while I thoroughly enjoyed which I previously thought weren’t
learning more than I could have “strengths” at all, and encouraged
ever dreamed of in less than a week, me to pursue those strengths further.
I have got to say, my favorite part That same instructor went around
was the instructors. This has prob- and sat several other kids down to
ably been repeated over and over point out their strengths and get to
and over, but the instructors are just know them better.
so passionate about their work
WLA is the place for aspiring
and the kids. You can see their wildlife conservationists to go.
eyes light up with every hand in
For more information about next
the air, and they do their best to year’s programs, contact Michelle
fully and comprehensively an- Kittell at: mkittell@piceweb.org
swer questions.
With several questions about
Are you receiving
drawing in arm, I nervously apPFSC’s E-mail News
proached one such instructor,
Alerts?
who was particularly gifted in
If not, you’re missing out on
art, but she greeted me and anall the up to the minute news and
swered all of my questions eninformation pertinent to the inthusiastically. The next day, I
terests of sportsmen and women.
tentatively approached her yet
Sign up now by sending an
Plant Pressing: Students create a pressed
again, but before I could do so,
e-mail to info@pfsc.org. Just
collection of plants that are important to
she approached me and willinclude your full name, county
deer. In this photo, Kathy Davis, Team
ingly
showed
me
some
of
her
of residence, and any clubs or
Leader and Pennsylvania QDMA State
techniques.
groups you belong to.
Chapter Director, helps her students
Another instructor engaged
properly place the just collected plants
Don’t be left in the dark!
me in an analytic conversation
into the plant press.
Sign up today!
about why some carnivores had
info@pfsc.org
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Wildlife Leadership Academy
By Kathy Davis

S

leep deprivation, cold showers,
hectic schedule, and more fun
and a better basic wildlife education
than one can ever imagine.
Those are all words that describe
one of the highest energy, forward
thinking wildlife programs for today’s youth in our Nation, the Wildlife Leadership Academy.
The Wildlife Leadership Academy (WLA) is exactly what it sounds
like. It’s an academy for youth ages
14 to 17 to learn about a specific
species of wildlife, with an emphasis on leadership skills.
WLA holds a Ruffed Grouse focused program called, Pennsylvania Drummers, whose host partner
is the Ruffed Grouse Society (see
story on page 28), and a Pennsylvania Bucktails focused program,
whose host partner is the Pennsylvania State Chapter of Quality Deer
Management Association (QDMA).
A new program focusing on trout is
forming with its host partner Trout
Unlimited.
The programs are administered by
the Pennsylvania Institute for Conservation Education (PICE) and are
a cooperative initiative involving
several state agencies and conservation organizations.
Each field school is five days of
intensive learning. Days start as
early as 5:45 AM and end as late as
11:15 PM, with many assignments

and challenges in between.
The field school I
participated in was
the
Pennsylvania
Bucktails.
After checking in,
the youth are given a
brief introduction to
white-tailed deer natural history and then Field Time: Jeff Krause, wildlife biologist for the
they literally jump Army Corp of Engineers and Pennsylvania QDMA
into the “meat” of the State Chapter Director, prepares students to go into
matter - a necropsy.
the field to participate in hands-on evaluation of
Several deer are white-tailed deer habitat.
sectioned and after
an introduction by
Dr. Walter Cottrell, wildlife veteri- plant collections using plant presses
narian for the Pennsylvania Game and make museum quality speciCommission, the students break out mens.
into their herds, where they contin- They participate in team building
ue to explore the basic anatomy and activities as well as focus on indiphysiology focusing on the cardio- vidual leadership skills. By the end
respiratory system, embryology, of the program, a shy fawn or button buck can grow into a dominate
and the digestive tract.
The cadets also learn about dis- doe or a mature ten point buck by
ease, health and nutritional require- exhibiting confidence and showing
ments, life cycle, behavior, carrying strong leadership skills. The social
capacity (complete with lab exer- structure of the original herd changcises), population monitoring and es from one of individuals to a coheresearch (telemetry is used) and a sive team unit.
plethora of everything related to Modeled after the Texas Brigades,
a program QDMA’s newest Nawhite tailed deer.
Students delve into the deer’s hab- tional Director Bill Eikenhorst is
itat requirements. They learn some involved with, the Wildlife Leadergeneral forestry, plant ecology, gen- ship Academy in Pennsylvania is in
eral ecology, and build their own
Continued Page 29
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