The Next Generation
by Molly Diefenbach

I.** lo surprise to some of my friends, that because of my love for the outdoors and hunting, I would not be going to the beach or
Disneyland like so many of my peers. Instead, I went to a week-long camp in Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania-that foeused on
grouse, grouse hunting, and managing grouse habitat. Attending the Wildlife Leadership Academy was the best decision I made this
summer.

'

,'
earti;st memories of hunting are of tottering alongiide my father on a deer hunq a pink .22 for my seventh birthday, and finally,
the day I turned twelve and could go on my fir$ hunt with a gun slung over my shoulder. It wasn',t until just iecently, however, that
began to- see grouse hunting:as more than'sareaming for your bird dog and watching, helplessly, from a thicket of thorns as the only
grouse that day flushed 80 yards ahead ofyou.
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You do not have to be hunter or desire a career in a wildlife field to have fun and learn at the Wildlife Leadership Academy (WLA).
'
as you are 14 to 17 years old, WLA could be tle perfect stmrmer oppornrnity, with a variety of activitiei including doing
necropsies to learn about the anatomy of grouse, participating in team building challenges, and engaging in discussions with a range of
different instructors from wildlife biologists and researchers to nature photographers. The grouse camp, or PA Drummers, is not &en
the only camp offered. Students have the choice between the grouse camp or PA Bucktails, a similar camp but with a focus on
Pennsylvania's white-tailed deer. If you know someone 14-17 years old, I would encourage you to talk to thern about enrolling in this

As long

program.
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Molly dissecting

a grouse

NOTE; The Conservatian afficers of Pennsylvanra Association QAPA) was appraached Last year at the Eastem Sporfs
Show in Harris;burg by Michete Kittet who iithe program coordinator'forthe Witdlife Leadership Academy (WLA). Ms.
Kittel requested that COPA consider getting invotved with the WLA. The Academy holds two fietd workshops each
summer for interested students ages 14 to 17. Participants must fite an apptication witn Wtn and pay a monetary fee in
order to take part in a one week camp devoted to learning about Pennsylvania's naturalresources. This year's programs
were an in-depth study of the ruffed grouse and retated subT'ecfs in the southwest region of the state or a week-long
seminar simitarly focusing on the white-taited deer in noftheastern Pennsylvania. COpn responded by offering a tw:o
hundred dollar scholarship to a deserving student picked by WLA. That scholarship went to Ms. Motiy Diefenbach of
Bellefante, PA. An. behalf af its membership, CAPA welcomes such opportunities to provide financiat suppott toward
worihwhite outdoor educationat programs such as WLA. We certainty encourage our readership to make' us aware of
similar meaningful outdoor learning programs designed for Pennsytvania's youth. Likewise, we want to take this
opportunity to thank Molly for sharing her experience with our readers.
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