Who and what is a Naturalist?

What exactly is a naturalist?  You can think of a naturalist as someone who makes direct observations of nature, and expresses their observations through art, writing, science or education.  

· Biologists, ecologists, geologists, and many other types of scientists are naturalists.  These individuals observe their surroundings and study how those surroundings change over time through surveys of natural areas, species counts, observations of behavior and more.

· [image: C:\Users\Michele\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\MU3K0ASK\MC900014546[1].wmf]Regular citizens are often naturalists.  Natural history study is a common pastime; activities such as birding, fly fishing, and gardening involve nature observation, and many hikers and other outdoor enthusiasts utilize field guides and other resources to learn about the natural world.  Many citizens also participate in citizen science projects, like the Audubon Christmas Bird Counts, in which thousands of people get together each winter to collect information about the bird species in their area.  

· Naturalists are also often those who find creative inspiration in nature.  Nature has inspired many well-known artists and writers, including John James Audubon, Charles Darwin, John Muir, and Henry Thoreau. Nature poets and writers such as E.O. Wilson and Barry Lopez, and artists such as Roger Tory Peterson, Andy Goldsworthy and Pennsylvania’s own Ned Smith continue to provide inspiration and influence our relationship with nature.

· Naturalists are also people who work at your local parks and educate people about the local flora and fauna found in YOUR area.

· YOU may very well be a naturalist!  Is there a stream that you visit every summer, a path you take en route to your favorite hunting spot every fall, a special place that you like to go and think? When you are there do notice anything a little different each time you go? Maybe there seem to be fewer crayfish to find in the streams, or maybe you’ve noticed that a familiar oak tree has grown, providing you with more shade for reflecting.  Maybe you’ve spent enough time there to know when certain flowers come into bloom, or when the birds begin nesting, or when the leaves begin to fall.  These are all observations of a naturalist.  

Some of the tools in a naturalist’s bag:

· Pen and Notebook or Journal 
· Field guides and identification keys
· Binoculars
· Magnifying glass
· Nets
· Camera
· Curiosity and awareness!
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