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The first slep in manag€m€nt ls lo inventory the resource

Identtflcatlon of veg€talion types wlthin an area Is exlremely

i;;;;;;i i' v.' aie to eveniuallv improv€.wildli{p habrrat

i.ionatu. o6ie.tr'". ro*aIds imProvins wildlife habital musl

U" Jli"'ii,i""i. Th€ rhrrd step will be halttat dev€lopm€nt
i"-r-"-"" itt" .utwins ""pacitv of the land R€member' ideal't'Jiii, 

...artr"* 
-"'" 

a'{itculi ro anain lf vour ob,ectve is

Drirnarilv timber produc lion or mainiainlng the scenic beautv

iiun oti"'to'""i, tittte *illbe accomplished lor deer' srouse
or oth€r lorest wildlif€.

Quality white-tailed deer
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How to imProve deer habitat
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Timber cutting
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Speclttc Manasement Techntques

l� Wh€n practicdl. local€ aspen sales adja'Pni to winrer

2. Shear or doze non-commercial timber (ie hish srad'- 
"a t-U.t) to improve r€g€neration of aspen and

associated brush tYpes'

3. Locate firewood cuttins in on€ location to open up

forest canopY
4. ODtimizP location ol log landins siles tor us€ aq

Iuiure wildlite openrngs Soulh ldcing slopes are

Jsr"Ui" orr"" *t'"..sked, Iosgers will enlars€ lan

dings with heavY €quiPm€nt
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Speclllc Management Technlqu€s
1� Maintain €xisling 1-5 acr€ openings every 5 years by

cuttins, buming, dozing or chemical treatment.
2. Clover siows b€st on dislurbed mi.€rai soil. To

mainlain an openins with clover th€ area should be
disced eve.y 5 yeats-
Th€ localion of an op€ning in relaton to the sur
.ounding cov€r types and travel conidors is impor
tant. Ideally. an opening should be locaied within a
ya mile of wint€r cover and adjac€nt to vadous ag€

A r€ctangular op€ning with north-south odentation
allows for maximum light penetration.
Openings are most important to d€er in th€ fall with
€arly spring a clos€ second.
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ldllfe conslderatlons

Winter couer
ln some ar€as, wint€r cov€r may be lacking. Upland con-

ifers are usually associat€d with good wiot€r deer cover,
how€v€r, d€nse lowland white cedar is also heavily used.
Whit€ cedar should be Dreserv€d when€v€r it is found b€caus€
besides cover. it is a Dr€fen€d winterfood. ft is oft€n difficult
to ass€ss good winter cover. Dense stands of coniferc adja-
c€nt lo winter browse should be malntained. Although not
usually recommended, conlferplanting may be nec€ssary In
som€ cases lo provlde more cover. Jack plne ls usually recom-
mended for planting. It is a good idea lo contact your local
wlldllfe manager for assistanc€ ln this area of de€r

Sp€clic l{.mge6ent Technlques
1. Res€rv€ dens€ conlfer stands ln tlmber clttlng plans.
2. Shear or cut browse (preferably tn th€ urinter to pro-

mot€ lower level regeneiation of shrubs and tr€es.
3. Red-osier dogwood and mounlaln maple are prefer-

red wlnt€r shrubs.

wtnrcf leeotng
In €xt€me sltuations, wlnt€r deei f€eding may be nec€ssary

to save deer from starvation. Once staned, wint€r f€edlng
musl conlinue well lnto spring since the d€er b€come d€pen-
dent on this source of food. Comm€rcial de€r Dellets ar€
recomhend€d since they contaln all th€ nutrition r€-
quir€menls of the white'tailed deer. lnltlate wlnter deer
feeding only aft€r consultation with your local wildllfe
manager.
Speclflc Mansgement Technlques
1. tocat€ winter deer yards or winter deer concenha-

2. Obs€rve the d€er herd for signs of starvation. Con
sult with a wildlife manager.
I stawation conditions are occuning, commenc€
leeding only after a[ other means have been ex-
hausl€d. Budgel for fe€ding well into early spring.
Do nol put comm€rcial deer pellets in on€ locadon.
Disperse f€eding sites so that they are adjacent to
winter cover with r€asonable access. An €l€vat€d
dispensing container is recommend€d for f€eding but

A winter timb€r sale. shearing, or browse cuttins is
also of tremendous valu€ for wint€r d€€r food.

5- A checkerboard typ€ cutting pattem (€ach 10-20
acres) provtdes ma<imurn amount ot edg€ which is
important to white{ail€d deer and rufed grous€.

6. Leav€ snag tre€s for cavtty nestlng blrds.
7. Many privaie landowners are reluctant In choosins lo

have a timb€r sal€ on their land because of the
drastic initial chang€s ot the landscape. However, a
timber sale is th€ l€ast expensive and b€st way to im
prove white-tailed de€r habilat in th-€ for€st, not to
m€ntion th€ signilicant income d€rived lrom a sale-

WildliJe openings
Consiruct and malntain wildl'fe openings and trails. Log

landing sites ofien make good openings- Openings should
between I 5 acr€s on dry upland siies and free of trees

,rd shrubs. It is most critical to eliminal€ root suckering {i.e.-6spen) 
and shrub srowth early. Openinss may also b€ con

struct€d wlth the use of heavy equipm€nt. Clover and oats
should be plant€d 'nit'auy on mineral soil. A mixtur€ of grasses
and forbs in an opening is the ultimate goal.
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White-tailed deer food habits - ereyenea flodrc

Winter food Spring food Summer food Fall food
white c€dar
beaked hazel

red-ooter dogwood
mountain maple
arboreal lichens

blueberg
iack pine
rcd maple

SUmac
wintergreen

asp€n

Sfult ,otton hdt
rcd plne, bo&o'm lr

older, ftsfury
l,/tmmck, uhlte spruce

black swce

white cedar
b"nked haz€l

bush-honetruclle
gralses and sedges
red-oder d€u,ood

sFarrJbeny
mountain maple

pap€r tiirch
bluebeny

grass€s and s€dg€s
goldenrod

aspen
large-leafed aiter
bush-honelcuckle
marsh nraigold

willo$,
red-oder dogu,god
rnounbin maple

bracken fetn

grass€s and s€dges
clover
aspen

beaked hazel
draubeny

laryeleafed asier
red and mountain maple

goldenrod
choke and pincherRt

rllurrr lilllm rd ilrr i/r /il/i,r, r,,Jilt,rr,,

Thb brochu.e ks prepared by' Ib!c. Courtg Chryr.r.
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