
Predators of the v,hitetail
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have long been important prcv lor largc

predators. Bclorc Europeans colonized
North Amcrica, dcer rorning thc lcrrestcd

region east of the Gr,eat llains and areas

along thc Gulf of Mexico werc huntecl bv
u'oh'cs and molrntain lions, and by Native
Americans lbr lbocl and cLothing materirls.

Tirday, r'olves and rnountairr lions are

largelv gone liom thc rvhite-tailed deer range
of the ersrern I lnired Statcs. Deer still face

drc threat of uoh,'es in northern tr4innesot:r.
\4r.1'rgan. rnJ wi.. on.in. .rrrJ ol n^rrt:rl
lions, to a limited extcnt, in Gxas and south
Florida. Relatir.clv snall populations of
* hitetails h:r'e cxpanclcd west*ard. showing
up il the Grcat Plains and sevcral arcas nest
of the Contincnral Divide such as nonh-
western Nlontana, nofthern Idaho, and cast-

crr Washinplon. More thar half the prer
killed b1' recolonizing *olvcs in nonhn'est-
ern Montina are white-tailerl deer-. Al-
though ir has l1ot been wcll cLocunentecl,

thesc western whitetails uncloubtedl,v also

are prel.cd on by mounrain lions.
\4bh.cs rn.l nountrin lions have er,ollecl

as cfft'ctir.c killers of clcer but with vcr-r.

di1llre1 t ph,vsicrl chencteristics rncl hunting
bchaviors. Of coursc, lbr their prrt. wlite-
tails have lbulcl ual-s to protect drcrnselves.

MOUNTAIN LIoNs
A nor.lntain lioD is tr solitarl' prcdator that

stilks a]1d ambushcs its prev. Tht powedirl
,.'r .r.,. 'l' crrp' ,rr.1<recrc.l t,, sr-l r

about 15 rnetcrs (50 ftct) of a deer, then
orenr-hclns it *.idr a rapid charge. either
pouncing dircctll onto the deer's back or
knocking it dorvn and then leaping on top-
Tbc lron sinks its cla\',s into thc shouldcrs
.Lr.L fl-LrLlJ o thq d<(r m.l I'rtc: tlr. l' .l oi
its necL. Death usually comes quickl,v fion:
the onslaught of the lion. with its rehtilelr
h<,rlr bodr'. grar.r.rrr nglr. " ,J .rr<n:l oi
clar,s and teeth.

Mo'r o[ rhe 'iielti[t 'r 
udir. ,,rr nr, 'rrrtuir

lion attacks hare been on mule Lleer. not
rvhitetails, brt thc pattcrns of prefing are

not belier.ccl to be narkedlv clillerent lbr the
nr<; spccics. Nlost lion killecl mulc cleer l en:
'r 1'o"'lr<.rltlr ur "r( iaur''. \(r'l: g [.-

males, or old deer. C)le study firund, con-
trarl' to popular myth, that lions also sil
rrrc rgc rrcal ueer rlrcr firrJ .rrrnrr3 'oo
$extherj $,hen spoilage is nlidmal. Ciorng
.rier u,.rcr Jc<r lrclp' Lon. 'rinirnrrc tFc;-
oun injuries during attacks-x serious con-
sider-atior, for' these solitary clts lvho must b<

6.rllv irnctional to proviclc for themsehes.
I l cn al.^ ,rre ntt.tl Jocr rr< rt<.r ..r'<' .'
mountain lions killing thc largest, fittcs:
mulc cleer', includilg bucks in thcir pdme
usuallv cluring wintcr fbllo$'ing thel e\-
hrustion fiom the clenanrls ofmating.

Mountarn lions arc alnost cornpletell'car
.' ,rccr rral. trt rr^.t .' r r,i-

clict. 60 to 80 percent of it for lions in the
*csrcrn Unitcd States. Historical accounr.
irrJL.rL< th-L- rrhrtctail: rrcrr rlrc r',irr ..u;
fbr moulltain liors bclirrc the big cats serr
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\.irtuJ\' climinated ion, the castcm st:r-:
\ ' tl rcc.l. -^ lill .r ,l<<r (',1 r, .r ru
t<c d:r" Hns l-rrg -r "rrr|i ." : ,

t"c<rr kill. JrpcrrJ. urr \,{\ ,.,r ,1.

rerrr .).. .Jr.J\\ .l'^ l. $ lrdt 'rl . f-.
rr.rrlrl'le.. r,l- ''. gr' r rlr, . ncrgr J. r.
Jre "r1 lh( 'n. l-,r r\Jr fl.. J n.L'r':otttl't'r.r.u.rrt:lirr. . r'.r. n'^ (.n.-j
ancl therefbrc mult kill mmc oftcr.

Wor.\-Es
\\i,l\i,. J.r r.irl'( il.'a.1..,.. . _

reLl-n..lri i ,""..cr:r t".r:lrrr ,. rl'. -r:.\j,irr.,..r ,rrg r,..r ti,.. \\l, r

l..pr,!. J l'.r.1 t' '...1" rrr, rro.r '
.ir ' .r r'rr, c:tinp \ $.lif.r.l r..,..

l, I orr'..r!..r Jr.<.r ,.< rr

\ r.qr.rrr. 1.. I' rlr.l . he[,r<,. -

".',,. lrc r,,h., h.r .r11'r,".F '
.lo. \.-.. .,lrL.rr'L .r'r.cr\-,\ r'J
Itgrrr. ^ t1... rhc gi' . r.,.c. ( ,'1c -

l -sce. 1.r,l r-rrrhc , .r,..ra..
cl r,(. ul I, nn. '2 . {\ '' . J lrr: :
{r r.r ,l<<r. ru,rj:r' r'. n ,.,. .rrll g. r .

l.a.r., r ' r L . . l r ' , 1 . r . . r \rnl' \r --

.. .'ngr. s,,hc. .l' rrt'^r s r.L- .
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::: .L! ihc strl.lc oirhcir dicr.  n rd lr $ oLf
::: lolrsum. t\crrl or n)()lc .lccr l.cf lcJI.
. ,ri thcm rsn,rlh li\|s. Irl addirion ro

'r. roh* tvpic.rllr' prc\ on dr.r olLl.r
: ire rors and drose thrr .rrc sick or
.:i:,1cLl. It rcmaurs Lrnclerr rhcrhcl drc
.r\.uc ir(tu.1lh .rblc to iclcntih thc oltrrr
rs! heilLrh\ LlL'cr or $icrh,.:r tjr mcrtlr
: bcttcr lnrk in bilging .L^rn thcsc

: -rj aninxls emong . l thc dcrf drcr
:.c Iithc rohts crn ,r.1llirlh crlrih thc
. .:r .rnrurrls. it n.rkcs scnsc lir rlrcrrt ftr
- of these rDrhvrlu:Lls, mininrizinjr rhc
:. i.llinr rrrd ndi ofrnjun
'':nr.r c,rn rltirlc thc hurrr c,rsicr 1()r

r! l)ccf or .rurtcd sr(\\' h.rmfcrr ih(
-:.1 ot ltitc trilcd rLccr molc th,rn rhrr of

r'. <, hc:Lldrr lccr oficl t:Ln bc killcd rs
. , ,ri $cirk(r ()nes l hcn it rs c.rsier iirr .L

.,r.k r(, lill .1 ncw dccr'1hrrr to rtur.n ro
..: r consLrmtcl c.r|c.rss .rfl gtril\ r)tr rhf

: ::ns. Indttd. irinrl,,tt rLrd rrorlcr'< tirLrntl
rohc< att lcss ll-onr e.rch rlccr liilccl

:r: .cr crt r intcrs nrrdr it c.rsiu to c:rpnrrc
:r.u) rludng nrild linrcrs lhLrs. thc

:::roD l\s(fi()n thrt (oh.\. rril pred:r-
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Io tah? d6rh n hLtkht huch

w,uld l. roo lir dn ri.l-
k[ins]or d i'ngl..d]dr-d
f/.1(rur d,dr trrMllf fq5
,nlarnr Ihn br.h h,r.v.i

tors in genenlj cull only the \\ieaker mem
bers among a p;roup ofpossible targcls must
be carefi.rlly considered for each case.

Research irdicates that thc size of a u'olf
pack is important in determililg how suc-
cessRrl wolves arc in getting enough lbod:
too large a pack and the food beneft ofa kill
to cach n'olf d$s to a marginal level; too
small a pack and the chances for maling
successfirl kills declioe. In areas with only a

,irrg,ie rrolf or .r pair ^l nolve,. rhc prrl i.
much morc likcly to bc smaller animals such
as beavers or nbbits. A single nolfcan protr
ably kill a drer {ithort help-but it's un
likely the wolf*ould be ablc to chasc down
thc dcer in thc first placc.

OTHIR IRxDAToRs
Hunting singly, in pairs, arcl occasionall,v

in packs, col,otes are flerible predators that
regularl) prey on {'hite tailed deer. especially
farms. They gener: l,v do not seek out nra-
ture deerr but when they e[coulter onc,
col.otcs nill chase it lith short bursts, rcst-
ing its fitness. During spring, coyotes scarch
lor hiddel but lulnefirble Fawns, locusing

their ellorts on areas near nenous does. Rc
searchers havc lound that of f!*.ns $ho tal
to livc to adulchood, up to 80 percenr arr
the victins ofcovores. Stuclies indicate dua
adult whitetdls usuaLlv fall prq' to coroa:
onl.v if they aft unhealthy or are under urF
tsual circumstances, srch as being hamperot
by deep or cnrsted snorl'. Adult decr arc ako
rrriqeral.le uhen ,'rr icc. uhere ther .omc
times congregate in thc rvintcr Iield t.ork n
Tcxas sup;ests tlnt coyotes can kill budr
during th€ post-rut period, {'hen the bu&
are physic.lly spent-

A rrncq nt', ,r lrcr predrron w l ll \ h;r-
tail flrrs and, lcss fiequentl)', adults iftber
har< rlrc,'p1'onulli11. ln<< prcd;ron r+
.lrJc l'b.rr,. reJ fuxes. <ral hogt. ra.-
coons, goldcn and bald eaglcs, rarerl.-
bros n,rrr,I hl:,I l's;r, u6henrc., ald,:IF
!!ators, but they .lon't ha\,r anv significalr:
impact on deer populations.

Slu-PnorucrroN
{lenu<* arrJ 'pccJ r-r 'll r,'ng a decrs

principal clefenses against prcdrrors- {
rrotntain lion can tra\,'e1 grcat distances ri
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.::.:.h of pre\, bur it can't .arn ()Llt .1 slrs

::r::rJ rhrse. It rclies rnste:rd on hiding and
: .rr t.rking drc dccr by surpr-isc at close
:::-: \\-hitc triled decl, rhr:n, can limit lion
: :Jl\ b\ LrexE alen to thcir prcscnrc ,rnd
..::rg. In rll but the shoftest ofchftcs. thr

:..r rill outrlist.rnce the lrol. l{oh.cs, on
: .)rhrr h.llrd, Sre ch c bur if rhc frck

: -.rt bring down thc dccr aficr :r shon
'. .rsLr:rllr'lcss dran a nilc. rhc ritrhcs givc

- ::'J fit decr'. r'ith it\ srfcrior \pccd a.d

r--: h.rre Jso dereloped other intipredr-
:.hnirlLres. lf therc is l bodv of \:rter

: :-' . thev cin escirpe lionl \\'olyes bv
:::nrn!l Hcrdilli limits lolf predrttrn
:::* rhc r LLLrerable \inter ]lroDths: thc
r-: nunrLrcr ol cvcs, e;rrs. er1c1 noser lr()rc
: r :h rlL'rect .langcr. thc nranl nrorinq

' ,r,rer rcar tr'.rils rh;Lt inryrorc mobilin'
: ::. rno*. .rncl rhc ch.rncc olhcinq killecl
:.: r;scd ibr cach decr .rs jr is spreid

- nrorc irinrals. l)ocs .raf prctect
' J.lcn t.r\\ns Lr! clisrr.lcrins frcdaro.s- .lirccrh contionting drcrr a.rrclcss

: : \]I!D I)E!R
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r]?lr rh , d. fdlr lnrhr
!oL.r rdlr tu ad,anrd!.

,llous ih tr r, hn,n itu rL

rh,4J hdorr\ b'rdrz\ r,ma.{rr
l,r ldlfbnhgj /,un ihr rr_!
d,rn.drnn.i lt. i,hnot

\[olr.cs ]lt.1co\()rcs have becn killecl b\' slash
ing dcer-hoolcs; others hivc been backed
dorvn bt drsph)'s of lixefint stampirg aDd
snorting. \Vhcn a fa\\'l] rem:Lrns conplercl-y
motidrlcssj its spcckled coar lnd lack of
odor during the lirsr t.eeks oflif! trclp it to
cscape clercctiorr. Docs {'ith \oung fl\us
rake Lrp r brief solirrrt. lifi \\ith rheir ner
lr'r_.. I'i 11 1.'1.h r,' n..,1 . r' rll(r t,,r
predrtors to lind thcm than ifthcr were in I
group. Onlv ltcn -r'ourrg dccr arc flect
enlrugh to otLtrun prcdarors is it safir ro be

'n 
a goq).

ETECTS oN DIIR Popur.Al1oNs
$iol\'es tlnd moLrncLin lions oncc killed

signit'icant numbers of tfiite tailecl clccr, but
as |nost rcsurchels nor.believe. $,idrout
hlidrg dccr popul.rtions apprcciablr'. l hcn
bcgan the historicirl deciinc ol thc tolf ard
lion in dre eastcrn United Statcs. lhere the
deer are most abuntlant. During the twen-
tieth ccntu4. ntrrher predator hs much in-
llucncecl the olcrall lhitetaii popuiariol.
'lhc main lirritations toclar arc drc crtent of
goocl hebitar md dcath fioor rccrcarional

l- r,rirrr .Lr.r,e. <'cr ',irrr,..,.rrJ <l . -
.ollisiols on high\,x\.s.

.r cr< . < .r ll ' !!r\.or.r r'\'an--!
.')ri.l p <rler, F.r\. r n.nt,,r it, -

I roUFlr. l.) Io-- Veih.'r ,, K,rrr, .1,^: .

r r,r r,,l,.,hr.l lr.r.ri..rl]\ rc..r.r,irL. r .l--
l\ r ^t I ir(-.. .. r' n,.fi.1(.'.l. nr Mrrr.- .-
l{rr lil' lrr..Ferr(.r ^. \ rn(r \',,.( $. ,r. .-
lr:,i r<.rrir .'irr.lr< derr.r. ,. .rrr, i..

rJ t( . it J )r r',hr...k."rrp rlc i ,.
r r.daror .'-1'rr .,r',. \\n \(. ii \\ :.
t.:l<.1 Jrcr rrrrirl e''\a ...\ir.n ^- -
c"ic|r MrIr'q,. rr. 'rr rhcr .r,, rrrr ,,-.
..'rrr'il .r'. lL ., r-:^r'. .r,,f in I r. r.--
popLrlatioo.

IhLxt It. !r
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